TO: BOARD OF DIRECTORS ( AGENDA ITEM

FROM: MARIO IGLESIAS F
GENERAL MANAGER
APRIL 12, 2017

[ =

DATE: April 6, 2017

GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT

ITEM

Standing report to your Honorable Board -- Period covered by this report is March 19, 2017
through April 8, 2017.

DISTRICT BUSINESS

Administrative

The District encourages residents to provide reports of any observed water waste. During the
wetter winter months, there are fewer calls about water wasting. March calculations will be
presented at the April 26, 2017 Board Meeting.

Office Activities

Feb-17 Jul-16/Feb-17
Reports of water waste followed up on 0 2
Leak Adjustments 4 17
Leak Adjustment Amount $6,010 $9,420

Water Resources

1) Total Production (AF)
Year to date
Mar-17  July 16-Mar 17

Groundwater Production 48.0 640.7
Supplemental Water imported 72.7 638.8
Total System Demand 120.8 1,279.5

In March 2017, NCSD imported 72.2 AF of water over the 31 day period averaging 531 gallons
per minute for a daily total of over 765,000 gallons per day. For the nine months, July through
March, the District imported 638.8 AF of supplemental water. NCSD is 39 AF over the minimum
scheduled take of 600 AF for this time period. For Fiscal Year 2017, NCSD is obligated to take
or pay for a minimum of 800 AF from the City of Santa Maria (“CSM”). To import this amount of
water, NCSD must average 66.7 AF per month from CSM. NCSD is meeting this target.
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2) Production vs. 23%* State Reduction Target in Acre Feet (AF)
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Year-to-Date

Mar-17 July 16-Mar 17
2017 Production Totals 120.8 1,279.5
2013 Production Totals 185.5 1,884.0
2017 over 2013 Total Reductions 64.7 604.5
Percentage Reduction 34.9% 32.1%
State Reduction Mandate 23.0% 23.0%
Difference in Percent Reduction vs. Targeted Reduction 11.9% 9.1%

*State Regulatory Offices accepted NCSD’s self-certifying calculations and reduced water conservation

levels from 28% to 23%

For March 2017, the community’s water conservation effort exceeded the month-to-month
State-mandated reduction by nearly 12%. This reduction brings the cumulative State-mandated

reduction to 32.1%, 9% greater than State mandated.

3) GW Only Production vs. NMMA reduction target for the period (AF)

Mar-17 July 16-Mar 17
Total GW Production 48.0 640.7
5-year Average GW Production (2009-2013) 185.5 1,848.5
Reduction 137.5 1,207.8
GW Reduction Percentage 74.1% 65.3%
Target Reduction per NMMA 50.0% 50.0%
Difference in Percent vs. Targeted Reduction 24.1% 15.3%

Table 3 does not include the 33.3% purveyor credit. Refer to Table 4 for the calculated

groundwater pumping reduction NCSD claims for this time period.

4) NCSD GW Reduction

The District's purveyor customers, GSWC and WMWC, each claim 16.66% (cumulatively
33.33%) of the imported water NCSD brings onto the basin through the NSWP. Of the 800 AF
minimum imported water from the CSM, 266.6 AF will be credited to these two purveyor
customers. The credited amount must be added to the District's groundwater pumping total
every month to reflect the groundwater pumped by these customers in-lieu of taking imported

water from the District.
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4) NCSD GW Reduction (NCSD GW Well Production plus Purveyor Credit) - (AF)
Mar-17 July 16-Mar 17

NCSD GW Well Production 48.0 640.7
Purveyor Customer Credit (33.3% of Import Water) 24.2 2129
NCSD Total Calculated GW Production 72.3 853.6
5-year Average GW Production (2009-2013) 185.5 1,848.5
NCSD Percentage of GW Reduction 61.0% 53.8%

The District reduced groundwater pumping by 61% for the month of March compared to the 5-
year average from 2009 to 2013. Taking into consideration the above referenced purveyor
customer credit the District can claim a cumulative groundwater pumping reduction for the first
nine months of fiscal year 2017 of 53.8%. At the current Stage IV level of NMMA's Water
Shortage Condition and Response Plan, the District must reduce its dependency on
groundwater by 50% for the year, a goal the community has achieved.

Rainfall Gauge

Rainfall Summary Nipomo East Nipomo South
(Reported in inches) (Dana Hills Reservoirs)  (Southland Plant)
March 2017 Total 2.01 0.95
July-2016 through March. 31, 2017 (Seasonal Total) 30.77 22.22
Average Annual Year Rainfall 18 16

Safety Program

e No accidents or incidents to report.

Public Outreach

e The following Public Outreach Program materials are attached:
o A summary of recent outreach and education activities
= District related outreach, advertising and news coverage
= Press release log
= Social media traffic summary and website statistics
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Other Items and News of Interest

1. San Luis Obispo County Integrated Waste Management Authority seeking
nominations for its Board of Directors.

Supplemental Water Capacity Accounting

The District is not currently accepting applications for new water service.

Supplemental Water Available for Allocation 500 AFY
Supplemental Water Reserved (Will Serve Letters Issued) -23.2 AFY
Subtotal Net Supplemental Water Available for Allocation 476.8 AFY
Supplemental Water Assigned (Intent-to-Serve Issued) -180.4 AFY
Total Remaining Supplemental Water Available for Allocation 296.4 AFY

This information is accurate up to March 31, 2017.

Connection Report

The Connection Report is current through February 2017. This table is updated the second
Board Meeting of the month, so updates will be provided at the April 26 Board Meeting.

Nipomo Community Services District

Water and Sewer Connections 16-Jul 16-Aug  16-Sep  16-Oct  16-Nov  16-Dec  17-Jan  17-Feb
Water Connections (Total) 4352 4355 4365 4365 4367 4368 4364 4365
Sewer Connections (Total) 3137 3139 3149 3149 3153 3154 3154 3155
New Water Connections 0 3 10 0 2 1 -4* 1
New Sewer Connection 0 2 10 0 4 1 0 1
i toor;heagoi:fym"'s'°” Sewer | 468 468 468 468 469 469 | 469 | 469

*4 irrigation meters were shut and locked.

Meetings (March 19 through April 8)

Meetings Attended (telephonically or in person):
e Mar 19, St. Joseph’s Spring Festival

Mar 21, LMD Presentation Review

Mar 21, Public Information Director

Mar 21, Rate Prep with Tuckfield

Mar 22, Rotary

Mar 22, Regular Board Meeting

Mar 22, Management Team

Mar 22, LMD Community Meeting

Mar 23, Rate Prep with Tuckfield

Mar 23, NMMA-TG Meeting
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Mar 25, AWWA Proctor Training

Mar 27, SCAC

Board Officer Meeting

Mar 28, Public Info Program Update

Mar 29, Rotary

Mar 29, CSDA Quarterly Meeting

Mar 30, Rate Prep Tuckfield

Mar 31, Prep for Deposition Benham Case
April 3, Deposition

April 3, Board Officer Planning

April 4, Rate Prep Tuckfield

April 4, Benham Case Prep w/Attorney
April 5, Management Team

April 5, Rotary

April 5, IRWM, SLO Library

April 5, Eng/Admin Meeting

April 6, Public Info Program Update

April 6, Chamber of Commerce Event
April 8, Kids Day — Nipomo Regional Park

Meetings Scheduled (April 9 through April 15):

April 11, Public Information Director

April 11, Ad Hoc Committee BL Review

April 12, Rotary

April 12, Regular Board Meeting

April 12, SLO County OES

April 12, County Admin — Community Meet
April 13, Finance & Audit Committee Meeting
April 13, Administration Committee Meeting
April 14, County Training — Advisory Board
April 14, Management Team

Water Resource Meetings

NMMA-TG: April 14th @ 10:00 AM, NCSD Office
RWMG: June 7th @ 10:00 AM, SLO Library
WRAC: May 3rd @ 1:30 PM, SLO Library

NMMA Purveyor Meeting: April 24" @ 1:00 PM
NCMA/NMMA Managers Meeting: April 28" @ 1:30

RECOMMENDATION

Staff seeks direction and input from your Honorable Board

ATTACHMENTS

A. Public Outreach Program Materials

PAGE 5
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NCSD Outreach Summary

Ribbon Cutting

event on 5/24

April 2017
Date Date
Outreach Description Status
Started " e e Completed
2/2/2016 Blacklake Outreach plan for Blacklake Master In Progress
Outreach Plan
10/25/2016 Customer Info  |Creation of information packets for JRIErOarees
Packets new customers
1/3/2017 Rate Study Outreach plan for 2017 Rate Study || In Progress
Fix-a-Leak Week ad in 3/17 Sant
*| 3/13/2017 Ad hra-ea adin3/175anta || lete | 3/13/2017
Maria Times
*| 3/13/2017 E-Newsletter |March E-Newsletter Complete | 3/17/2017
Article for Manager's Column in
*| 3/15/2017 |Man 's Colum Complet 3/17/2017
115/ agers n Adobe Press, pub date 3/24 plete j)
Chamber Email |Conservation Tip for Chamber of
*| 3/20/2017 € P am Complete | 3/20/2017
Blast Commerce weekly email update
*| 3/20/2017 Ad Conservation ad in 3/24 Adobe Complete | 3/20/2017
*| 3/20/2017 Ad Fix-a-Leak Week ad in 3/24 Adobe Complete | 3/20/2017
Presentation and displays for Vista
2/21/2017 | Public Workshop |Verde Landscape Maintenance Complete | 3/22/2017
District public meeting
Chamber Email |Conservation Tip for Chamber of
*| 3/27/2017 C | 3/27/2017
127/ Blast Commerce weekly email update omplete 2220
Con ation ad in 4/7 Santa Mari
4/3/2017 Ad onservation adin 4/7 SantaMaria || = jete | a/3/2017
Times
Chamber Email |Conservation Tip for Chamber of
*| 4/3/2017 C i 4/3/2017
/31 Blast Commerce weekly email update omplete /3/20
3/17/2017 Social Media  |Content posting Complete | 4/6/2017
3/17/2017 | Website Updates |Home page; minutes; packets; etc Complete | 4/6/2017
. Preparation for District booth at
3/24/2017 Kids D In Pro
124/ oS e event on 4/8 nFrogress
4/3/2017 Door Hanger  [Door hanger updates In Progress
Joshua Pump
Preparation for Ribbon Cuttin
4/5/2017 | Station Reservoir P 'ng In Progress

* |ncluded in Packet

Updated 4/6/17 | Jessica Matson
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&' Fix a Leak Week

Save water, save mnncy

Citmek your spink ey e U speing, i o tadl
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Symsproms of Poor Mpintey

= Erosion
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« Water runoff and swampy areas
= Obstructions of spray

s Plants perfomming poorty

« Water spraying on the street of sidewalk

Prosijems will Springle

anea

Fomss knd VElvas.

= Head dogged, - *king, of broken

Valve leaking
Piants blocking sprinker

Head pushed oo far Into the ground or
spraying in the wrong ditection
Sprinkler spacing not providing even

coverage on turf grass

Low Watar Pressure;

= Popup stem not extend:ng

 Spray not reaching intended
watering area

« Doughnut shaped dry areas In turt

Higgh Watar Pressure

« Pipe keeps breaking

«  Sprnider nozzies biown oft

o Spray s mistng or foggng or
spray is overshooting desired area

For more information and tips, fes! free to contact
the Nipomo Community Services District o
929-1133 or visit us onfine at www.ncsd.ca.gov
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To: Jessica Matson
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Friday, March 17, 2017 View this email in your browser

Are you a 2-percenter?
A message from the General Manager

Nipomo CSD recently completed a customer satisfaction
survey and found 54% of its customers believe the rate
setting process is not satisfactory. 78% of these same
customers rated the District’s overall performance as
favorable. The cost of service can be a difficult hurdle to

overcome when trying to satisfy consumers. The District’'s

rates are built on the predominant principle of charging only what it costs to provide

the service. There is no other option.



The survey was not scientific. Statisticians would discount the information
altogether because only 2% of the total pool of customers responded. Of the
District's 4,300 water customers, only 87 people took time to answer the 25

question survey. So what can be learned from this small sample?

If we understand the limits of the information that was made available by the 2%
that did respond, we can build a profile of this subgroup’s sentiments. You as the
reader can compare your sentiments against the sentiments of the profiled
customers and judge for yourself the value of the data.

Based on the survey’s six categories, the profile of the 2-percenter is: Read more

Conservation Update
State Regulatory Offices accepted the District's self-certifying calculations and
reduced water conservation targets from 28% to 23%. The District's conservation

efforts remain steady overall.

In February, the District produced 81 acre feet or about 26 Million gallons of water
to meet customer demand. This equates to a 40.4% reduction in overall
production compared to February 2013. Additionally, thanks to the arrival of
supplemental water in July 2015, groundwater pumping during February was
89% lower than the 5-year average for February and therefore met the Stage IV

50% pumping reduction target™.
As always, saving water saves money!
*The District is currently in a Stage 1V water shortage in accordance with the Water

Shortage Response and Management Plan. Information regarding groundwater

levels will be available late spring/early summer.
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Save water, save money!

Check your sprinklers in the spring, summer and fall.
Turn on the valve and look for:

e o) L —————— g ——— e

Symptoms of Poor Maintenance: \
Erasion

o Water runoff and swampy areas i
e Obstructions of spray

o Plants performing pocrly }

o \Water spraying on the street or sidewalk A
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Problems with Sprinkler Heads and Valves:
» Head clogged, leaking, or broken

* Valve leaking

 Plan:s blocking sprinkler

* Head pusned too far into the ground cr
spraying in the wrohg direction

¢ Sprinkier spacing not providing gven

LOVErage on turf grass
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Low Water Pressure:

» Popup stem not extending

« Spray not reaching intended
watering area

» Doughnut shaped dry areas in turf
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Hrgh Water Pressure

e Pipe keeps oreaking

e Sprinkler nozzles blown off

e Spray is misting or fogging or
spray is overshooting desired area
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For more information and tips, feel free to contact é We're for

the Nipomo Community Services District at Water
020_11122 rr vicit 1R nnline at wanw nesel ea oov [ E¥pa




District Receives Accounting Excellence Award
In February, the Government Finance Officers Association
(GFOA) notified Nipomo CSD that the District’s annual

financial report for 2015-2016 qualified for and has received

the Association’s Achievement of Excellence in Financial

: The GFOA’s Certificate of Achievement is the highest form
of recognition in governmental accounting and financial
reporting. Attainment of the Certificate represents a significant accomplishment by

a government and its management.

The Association also specifically recognized District Finance Director and 25-year
District employee, Ms. Lisa Bognuda with an Award of Financial Reporting
Achievement for her instrumental role in the District achieving a level of accounting

excellence.

This is the fourth year in a row the District applied for consideration and received

the award. Read more.

Customer Feedback Valued
The District's mission is to provide its customers with reliable,
@ quality, and cost-effective services now and in the future.
6 Last fall the District launched its first customer satisfaction survey in

an effort to hear from customers on a variety of subjects: Awareness of the

District's Water Supply; Perception of Rates; Perception of Water Quality;
Individual Water Conservation Behaviors; Sources of Information; and Emergency
Preparedness.

Below is a snapshot of community perceptions based on a small sample.



Concerned with area water supply but are satisfied with
District's efforts for securing a reliable source of water

Do not feel that the cost of service is
reasonable and that the District sets rates fairly

Woater quality at their
home is acceptable

Conserved more water this year than in past years and would like to
see an end to development and drought rates for high water users

Confident that the District can provide
services following an emergency

Feel well-informed and prefer
communications via email and direct mail

Satisfied with the
District overall

As the results are further analyzed, they will be shared with the public. To view the

survey results summary, visit the District’s website at www.ncsd.ca.gov.

The District aims to provide quality services for its customers and will continue to
provide opportunities for feedback. Suggestions and comments are always

welcomed by emailing info@ncsd.ca.gov.

Goon-wl:u. Additionally, the District will have a booth at St. Joseph Parish's

“fm° __ Goodwill Festival on Sunday, March 19th. Read more.

Feoo, Heste, Euanmis &
Wipad Drive, ong Marrow Reglitng
Medical Eams: Eye, Dental, Back
Immunizations, & Informatton

Come visit us!

Rebates Available

NCSD
High-Efficiency Clothes Washer, $75




County of San Luis Obispo

Various Rebates

Turf Replacement (Cash for Grass)

State of California
Turf Replacement, Up to $2,000
Toilet, $100

We welcome feedback and comments. Reach out to us using

one of the links below and feel free to share with others.

24
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INSIDE NCSD
INSIDE NCSD: When will my water bill go down?

Mar 22, 2017

This will be my final Manager's Column in the Adobe Press. It's a sign of the times. The costs of producing the free weekly Adobe Press outweigh
the money it generates and it will no longer be published. You will, however, be able to read this column on Fridays on the Nipomo page in the
Santa Maria Times. You can also find this column online at santamariatimes.com under San Luis Obispo County news.

Saving money and being aware of the environment are signs of the time as well. If you stop to think about it, money and the environment are
directly connected. Reduce your demands on resources from the environment and you'll reduce your cash outlay. Consume less power, save
money. Drive fewer miles, save money. All of this seems to make sense until you get to water. Use less water, pay more money. Water seems to
buck the trend and it can be exasperating - a term my grandmother used a lot when describing something she just couldn't make sense of,

Grandma'’s not alone on this one. The community did a stellar job meeting the governor's mandate to cut water use. But water providers up and
down the state not only had their water tanks and reservoirs drained, they had their cash reserve funds drained as well. In ironic terms, the
proverbial rainy day money, that responsible agencies set aside to take care of unforeseen and unforeseeable problems, dried up.

Now that rain has finally started falling again, people are asking when water rates will start falling. | know from the expressions on customers’
faces this is a hard pill to swallow, but water is not a manmade product - it is a finite resource.

There is only so much of it that we can readily use and then it's gone. We saw that vividly last summer as we drove by local reservoirs. Many
water agencies experienced a 30 percent drop or more in budgeted water sales for the past several years. Budgeted water sales are built on
historic consumption and matched with an anticipated revenue stream designed specifically to cover the cost of service. This is where | lose the
attention of most customers. “When will my water bill go down” is the recurring question.

As a CSD (Community Services District), there is no profit built into the water/revenue relationship. This is where government and private
enterprise part ways. When more revenue is generated by higher than budgeted water sales, the proceeds go towards building reserves - not to

someone's pocket.

When reserves reach a level commensurate to the board-defined policies or the required bond covenants, rates don‘t rise as much. When
droughts hit and revenues fail to reach the budget levels, then reserves are tapped and rates go up higher to recover the spent reserves and the

reduced level of water sales.

We can't reach a point where our product delivery is no longer viable in the market place. We can't stop providing the essential utility services to
our community even if the cost of services rise. Exasperating!

Stay connected with NCSD, your Community Services District, and give us your feedback. Here's how:

hitp://santamariatimes.com/news/san_luis_obispo_county_news/inside-ncsd-when-will-my-water-bill-go-down/article_676684a7- 1beb-59f1-a094-5¢bb0of6445a...  1/3
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- Sign up to receive District news via email by visiting the www.ncsd.ca.gov

- Look for these monthly columns and other District information in the Santa Maria Times

- Follow the District on Facebook and Twitter by searching NipomoCSD

- Check the “What's Happening” section on the District website's homepage at www.ncsd.ca.gov
- Visit our booth at a Nipomo community event

- Provide feedback by emailing info@ncsd.ca.gov

Until next time...

Mario Iglesias is the general manager of the Nipomo Community Services District. He can be reached by calling 929-1133 or by email at info@ncsd.ca.gov. For more
information, visit http://nipomocsd.com. Follow NCSD on Facebook or on Twitter @NipomoCSD.
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Jessica Matson

From: Nipomo Chamber of Commerce <info@nipomochamber.org>
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 2:35 PM

To: Jessica Matson

Subject: Weekly News - March 21, 2017

BOOa o

Nipomo

CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE

A

Weekly News

Lunch Time!

It's time for the Chamber Luncheon this Thursday,
March 23rd. Where is it? Who's speaking? What are
my lunch choices? What's the airspeed velocity of an

unladen swallow? All of these questions and more are
readily answered with a cursory visit to the new and
improved NipomoChamber.org. You can fill your head
with knowledge and even purchase tickets all in the
same place.

While you're there check out the Directory. Scrolling
through you'll see some stylish and informative listings
like Alison's for Monarch Wedding Planning and some
not-so-exciting (Sharon). If you're a Chamber member
and have a listing it's easy as pie to make yours
dynamic and not bring shame to your industry.

1. Go to NipomoChamber.org.
2. In the top right corner click on the login silhouette.
3. On the login page, click the "Forgot Password" link

1

March 21, 2017

For Info Contact:

Board of Directors

admin@nipomochamber.org

Chamber Hours

By Appointment

239 W. Tefft St.
Nipomo, CA 93444

Office: 805.929.1583
Fax: 805.929.5835
info@nipomochamber.org
President's Circle

Sponsors

Community Health

Centers

Nipomo Recreation

Wells Fargo Bank

Rabobank
Major

Sponsors




next to the "Login" button.

4. Enter the email address you receive email from the
Chamber on, plus the security code below that. If it
does not recognize your email, contact the Chamber
and let us know the organization you're with.

5. After you follow the instructions in the email and get
logged on go back to the login silhouette and click
"View profile".

6. Once in there please click the "Edit Profile" button
and update all your info. The more complete you
make this section, the more exposure you'll get.

When you get to your profile, it may show your
membership being overdue. We lost some data in the
transition, so please contact us if that info is wrong.

CoastHills

Phillips 66 Santa
Maria

Rotary Club of
Nipomo

The Monarch Club

Obispo Wealth
Management
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&! Fix a Leak Week e
WaterSensc
Save water, save money!
Check vour sprinklers in the spring, summer and fall.
Turn on the valve and leok for:

Symptoms of Poor Maintenance:
e [rosnn
Water runof and swaripy sreas
ORSEUCTIoN: & Spay
Plarts pesforming, paorly
water sovaying o the strest or sidiwalk

Problems with Sprinkle: Heads and Valves:
o Jizad clogpad, i aking, o hroe
o vk icakiers
o Planes e gz sgnklarn
o Hugl auslec W far i 16 20 2round g
QPO I ST T el
Sarnk e <aaning cat proe o g e
COvstEge L LT drass

Low Water Pressure:

» Popup stem ol extenging

o SOTay Mot rEsC e intendec
WOLETING Q7

o Loughnut shaped dry areas « turt

High Water Pressure:
o ipe keeds breading
o Sprankler cozekas blown Off
e SprEy s msing of INERIng of
ey ay Is overshooling cesrad anes

oy movs information ang Hos, feal hee o contact We're oo
rhe: Nipomo Community Services District .t Water

929-1133 or vist us onlne G wwwenesd.cagov i)
NipomoCSD
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Judge to weigh sentence for soap star charged with DUI

“We h-ve alady who's lot no criminal history,

Probation or prison
options for guilty plea

owmaAEm
2 evireknasinew.com
‘Whether soap actress fenien
Buchanan recelves probation or

P ¥
o churges fled in a DUT crish faat
susnmet = coubd be dutermined
by a Sanita Maria Superfor Coust
judge next month.

Buchanan, $4, b chunged with
diiving her Mercedes 5350 un-
der the Influence, crashing into
Bradiey Asolas, of Camaritho, on
Highway 184 near Buellton Lest
May.

lwd)mwéﬂm!w
e yellow How on the highway aud
wlamsied hesd-on lalo Asole,
who suffered mafor infurhes md
was alr bt edto Santa Barbara Cot -

along with causing great bodily
Injury. She pleaded not gullty to
Ithe counts in Oclober.

While there i fio plea bargain
s slghit, the detense is seeking

tion sentence rather than Television soap o
prrogecution has sought. On - say 2018,

probl pera ytar Mnsen Buchanan appears In Santa Maria
prison time, wisich s what the Syperior Court last summer 1 face charges stemming from a DUl aashin

LN 000, STAT

t since the

beginnlng oflast May ... this type of Incident
would never occur agaln., She's actually now
seeking a career to be a drug/alcohol counselor.”

Dmitry Gerim, who is representieg Buchanan with Meryl Chambers and

Bn:hnmn tampered with her

Joshua Lynn

wislrage sboul the SCRAM viola-
tion sccusations, wong with the

tn\lh Mlol) brace-
let,

denied.

“Your Honot, for the violation,
we'll be requesting witnesses;”
bagan Dimitry Gexin, who Is rep-
resenting Bochanan with hh-yl

SCRAM was [loose] po she went
to officlals, and they tightened
. There's no fndication of alco-
hol, so i people assume there is
a violation, we want witnesses
to provide evidence on thst
sue”

Following the bearing, Deputy
District Attorney Tiffany Dixssd
hat “this is a case where a de-
fendant deserves to go to prison
based onthe egreglousfacts of the
cane, along with the actions of the
defeadand, and the unfortunste

nces to the vicim=™

Outside the courthouse, Bu-

's decision to seek a

prison sentence for (heir client,
who they netl, (el exireme re-
morse from the inchdent,

“We have 2 lady who's ;u!nu
criminal history, recelved tre
mendous freatment since the
begirming of last May ... this type
of inckient would never occur

iy *She's actually now seeking e
career o be s drag/deobol coun-
selor”

Lynn added there was no
SCRAM violation and called the
pervetved accusation a “red her-

That'sa damaging thing to say
without even one srintilla of evi-
s‘mce," Lynn said. “Nothing, zezo,

ip”

Gina Kim covers crime and courts
for Santa Maria Times, Follow her

chanan's neat court date April 5,
Fudge Guativo Lavayen will i~ is to plead to the charges. Then,  haaring in the future.
cabe what he believesisan « Buchanan can eRher onker a plea b

Epgito
priste consequence, ¥ Buchsnan or continue with a preliminary

uring the March 13 hearing,
the prosecution also alleged thal  chanan's attorneys voiced their

on Twitter @gina_k210

Guadalupe loses fight in H-2A housing suit

ralcs g e cen

dinance thrown out, Dennis
D. Law, of Andre, Morris &

A jury ruled
that the city of dal

g
said

violted the constitutional
rights of an  spastment
owner when it passed an
ungency ban oo boarding-
houses in 2014, causing a
buyer to back out of pur-
chasing the property ta
house seusonal farmwork-
e, resulting Ln serious fi-
nancial losses

The jury u!so found that
when the city enacted Ihe

lals

e was wedwith the ju-
oy's vendict”

“The jury falidy ad-
dressed Olivera’s concerns
with Guadalupe's actions.”
e wabd after the hearing.
“Althoagh the jury did not
award the amount that

acconits for Olivera’s b
damages, ity fanb;nlnn

veta St's behalf, Law con-
tends that Guadahpe clty
officlaly found out about
Scaroni's Intert and hut-
thediy passed actions thal
discriminged  agalnsl
H-2A workers. The -
Hons, Law claims, “pre-
vented the sale of Clivern
St!s property from

Fissalized, o that the prop-
ul'rcmldnulbcm

crimlnalnry acts against a
single buyer.

The p\n’puu of the ur-
gency ordinance was to
prohibit the establishment

nances were enacted after

Guadaluipe leamed that
Scaroni proposed to buy
Olivera’s 74-unit condo-
miniom Intended to use to
house as be

never told the clty enough
indormation tegarding the
l{llennhl ude, OF OCCupan -
cies.
Thurmond  defended
dalupe’s actions and

of any b use
in any zone In Lhe city lor
45days, sccording to Thur -
mond.

Lalet, Lhe city enacted
a permanent ordinance

lntl that detalled more ruley

and

Immln‘ Mexican n.-i.euﬂ

full
lwpﬂu (Ihru_'l \'I.x.lm.‘
hive ol

bap, offic
violated Olivera St. LLC's
constitutional rights when
they singled out the apart -
ment owners and buyer
Steve Scarord, and that the
ordinance  Jiscriminated
against seasonal farmwork -
ers.

Guadalupe now must
pay $142,817 in damages to
Olmn St. LLC. (2 Nmited

cotopany in San
Luhobbpo County) which
owns La Plass Apartments,
a 74-unit complex kocated
at 725 Olivera 5t. in Gua-
dalupe. Currently, about
450 residents live at the
complex, accarding to trial
eslimol

[ ny.

However, Santa Barbara
Counly Superlor Court
fudge Jed Bebee ruled that
the dly does not need to

nullify ordinances emacted
in2014, which the plaintiffs
sought, in onder bptmnl

ﬁchh nl attomney Molly
Thurmond of Hall, Hieatt &

law firm
Barbas, who l::rl
the city, return rpuh!
conbacts for compment by

an emall response, stated

that the city will not be is-

sulng any commentsat this
time.

Thee vult ot e (rom

wclakn the city's
dn:hion!n & a0 ungency
wtdinance i (] 2014 that
probibied the estsblish.
mentof any inghouses
oo R-3 nulh:a praperties

inSants bosrdinghouses
eventod feouaire discretional use

| guest worke
uislet the fedeeal H- 31\
program.”

Prior to the pasiage, R-3
properties ba medas
that didn't

permdis.
Olivera 51, alleged that

cil - the city Exiled 16 tell them

about the crdinance, and
had to il out froma third
party.

Alter the ordinance
passed, Scaroni canceled
escrow, resulting in more
than $5 million in loses,
which Olivera St blamed
on the city, scconling to
thecivil claim,

The otdinunce lmited
oerupancy ln the property

The law's function was to

owrcrownling,  dhplace-
menk of nllun! reskdenty,

thep

units U
pant pee SO0 square fiel per
unit, snd Scaronl himell
el hat by wouldn't luve
bought the poperty ey

vervion mh as watst,
W age dlspou!.. fire and

Thie
bedef cald,

“The ondinances were
di bercauie

thecity
\ar regulations that lmy
sult in halting future H-ZA
hausing development proj -
ects,

An H-2A worker comes
from another country ta
wurk for adesignated period
~ from two to 10 months
— during which they carry
an H-2A visa. Afler thekr
Hkrrwe Is 1, the workers ane
required to return to thek
hete countzy, While the
@rmworkers are in the
United States, employus

Following the verdict
Thaursday, which came af-

court backed the city's or=
dinance because he found
1t to be a valk regulation.
He olso determined the or-
dinance’s purpose was to
increase its density for cer-
taln zoning areas but, also,
Iimi space to one resident
Pet 500 square feet.

While Ollvers St., LLC,
lost s fight to have theor-

WE REALLY KNOW

CUR TURF

police p arsl the
rmadntenanc e of | he e
tial charscter of eddential
zones within the dity, ac-
cording to

Drutng this time, Oiwre
S0, wan ready o strike 2
ﬂti with buyer Se
wha i

ey singled st this prop -
et ty, sl [ Scarond's | planto
useu:pmperlyﬁme\
housing of oenimantly
Mexican national guest
wotkers;? the complaint
naid.

In

pu:clu;nh a touse
foe H-2A ho b
I his cumphlm oty (=

claismed the city had ogal
fustification foe all it oc -
tons and dended amy dis-

HELPING YOU
IMPROVE YOUR HOME
APPEARANCE!

LOCALLY GROWN QUALITY

TURF GRASS SINCE 1980

3610 Telephone Rd, Santa Maria
934-2072 * www.cantralcoastsod.com

(o
requited comditional aw
it for any boarding -
ouses holding mote than
slx people In any R-3 30ne
in the cily.
nd’s briet fur-

informed them (hat up to
15 workers may be housed
in each unit.

[n turn, the city rapidly
marved to @ create @ mach-
apdamby which to reason -
ably regulate bosrding-
hontses.

Thurmond ako stated
that neither Olivera St. not
Scarord ever sought to uti-
lize La Phaza for boarding -

sadd H-2A workers wem
not singled cut for dispa-
rate treatment and claimed
Olivera St. has no “racfal
Mderdity, nor it ks a farm la-
o conlractor or emyployer,
thus cannot be adirect tar-
prtof any slleged evoial dis-
crimination.”

Gina I6m covers crime and
courts for Santa Maria Times.
Foliow her on Twitter @

houses, failed to apply fora

Thurmo!
ther alleged that the ordi- condionaluse permit. and

\]
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Fix a Leak Week

Pnakzlo

af

Save water, save money!
Tivmmel sod P

wer Skl
fy tigg vl

iy ths s

i, A

1 fopale ane

symptums of Peor Maintanan e
Ercsion

water runoff end swampy areas
Obstructions of spray

Plants performing pootly

Wates spraying on the street or sidewalk

Brahbres Wt Sprioddes Medgds ael v
» Head dlogged, ¥ kdng of broken

\aive leaking

Piarts biocking sprirkler

= Head pushed too far irto the grourd or
Speayirg In the wiorg cireaior

Sprinkler spacng not provding even
Coverage on Wit grass

Low Watar Pressurs

» Popup stem not extending

» Spray not reaching intended
watering area

= Doughnut shaped dry areas in turt

High Water Pressure

= Pipe keeps breaking

= Sprinkler nozzies blown off

« Sprayis misting or foggng or
spray is overshooting desired area

For maove infarmation and tips, feel free to contact
the Nipomeo Community Services District f
929-1133 or visit us coline at waww.nesd ca gov

sil)
Mignma (30

4
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Niguno's
A d B SM man arrested in cellphone theft
0 e A Santa Mnhmw Chad Plarr, of the San Lulé  said he had e and back toSan Luls Obispo for
" R H 8 arrested Thigidsy alter ObispoPolice Depattment, was willing to sellit backto 5
he allegediy tried In uﬂ case at theowner, Plarr “The suspect in this case
= 4 stolen celiphens back 3:40 aum. Macch 12 when  The followlng day, an believed ho would be able
e, to the uuu San Luls officets undercover officer posing Lo sell the stolen phone for
—ra i e thﬂw werecalledtothe TcoBell s the victlm mranged to profity Plurr said “The
P S s e e e o cwmedil bul st Sants Rosa Street and meet the  suspect al Polike tinent wants
Ity an Olive Courl o 12:15p. m. ina public park- o tein eitizens That
o it Rt oy SEPOINY usideccover the thett of an (Phane 63 lnllnt inthe 1800 blockof cellphanes, arce reported
Lt barwre AV by g Lo By, b otficer. mm‘“ in Smitn stolen,
e o LA Armando with the vic- unizhpayﬁurlhephmu when taken to a cellphone
e “ Acosta, 41, lim, officers fracked the provider”
e W frnm, 11 B B L wak hnh-.‘ phone to several locations Pﬁrr said after the un-  Heasked anyane within-
enciace] into  Sun San Luls Oblspo and dercover officer mel the formationabout the crime
o County Jall Aviln Beach befare it went suspect amd confitmed be o call the Polico Depart-
ek i et S gty of misgp+ dead. was in poswesilon of the mend ab 781-73120c Crime
b loat o¢ Mio': 'l'.l::ed:y:hh.asie;nd stolen phons. . Istow:n at 549-7867 to
[ s bl plvpul.y and possess: of victim recei & Acosta was taken Into leave an anomymous mes-
v ::" S ¥ k51, brief call rom s man who custody and transported ssge.
ey

INSIDE NCSD

When will my water bill go down?

-m. um thia s ahand pil 10 swall

uL sense untll you get to water. Use wmmmamm
!'mn.n\n omn Iwmuwmu-nm.\lh
thmes, The costs Vet deemms tobuck the trend and.

Ai‘liuﬁdhnm
the froe weekly * Fress Itcan s exsiperating - & term

Therel hod it
that lllm readily wse and then
my g 3l alot when
couldn't make sense of.

news via emat] by visiting the
www ey ca
B Look for these monthly col-
wmns and other District infar -
matlon in (be Santa Maris Times
® Follow the District on Face-
?ﬁok and Twitter by searching

Checkihe "Whats thap-
wiblty v

nesd.ca.gov
' Visit our booth at aNlpomo

monsy. Al of this see ms to make

higher than!
Mumlhmh
M hl.k!nnms—
w.
ach alewel
nnhh!lhbumhll-
fined policies or the ¢
boad covenants, rates 'Il‘l-ﬂ
23 ruch, When droughts bit snd

The budyoe

It gome, Wie naw that vi
Nlast sssmama 1 s wee drowe by local

experienced 2 30 peicent drop or
::lﬂnwdwhtuhl’w
w.lu T uiﬂ are bl on histurk
fon and matched with
ed revenus slieatn
mdﬁcﬂrbmnln
fawhem i

ot www,

Tevela th e
and rales go 1o brg oved
i et v st -
duacrdd bevel of wates sales

We can’t resch apoint where

The community
|d= nmtlulho;mm\m

waler
providets up and down Lhe state
not anly hed Lhele water tanks
and reservoln dralned, Dhay bl
theis cash teserve funds drained  cout of service. Thi our prochact delivery luno lons
¥ Abeing avware the pro- Ioumulhralhnodmlcm< mvl.d:llinlhtmhlpl:v
of the enwin tare shgnaof bikal padrvy sy o Lhat W can't ub
the Vime as well. If Eopt ponibl fes vet mikde to Hllwdmvn lslhus:mlna evventhsl utility services ko our

As 3 CSDIC
wices District), there is nnpmfl
built into the water fevenia
relationabip, Thds is where gov-
errenent aod private enterprive Here'show:
part ways. When

. ¥ ¥

Maria Tintes You can ulso find
this colarm online ot santam-
aristimes.com under San Luls
Cbdipo County news.

Marlo ighetiss bt the eneral man
ager of the Nipomo Commurnty
Services Datnict. He can b reached

mmmwhumla
nhﬁhcdunl’umm
mation, Wt b wd.com
Follow NCSD on of on
Tinatter Jhpexnod S0

andune
ctesreable problems, driedu
Dow that rain has finally L
tarted Glling again, people ate
asking whenwatet £ates will
atart Linow fromthe
expressions on customers’ faces

ey, Consume
money. Deive fower milen, save

Weltzel

November. It s sonice to

hold their anmal golf
tournament on Saturdsy,
Agril I.".I‘N:hlhdé:::h

Caltrans replacing ADA ramps along Hwy 246 in Buellton

hdum‘,hl‘lm!

mhodgprong

tion project will improve
’he mdn‘u_' wﬂe( from

of Danas at the Adobe.

Nipomo Lions Club will

MEDICARE

at 440-0327.

Nan-profits and other com-
munity organlzations may
submit items for this cofumn
Ly contacting her at (805)
3430243, Don't forget to
fook far this columa each
week starting next Friday in
the Santa Maria Times.

Made Easy!

Your Insurance 3s Our Assuranie

Ak

m“'

A@ravELLYY

TONY CHAVELLO INALUBANCE

(BO5) 26

7313,

Lasared bahind

Lincaln St.

8-4455

Santa Marie

s Semin Maris [l

Lhe Santa R & Brid

as Lhose passing thm:$
the city can Ll
wi:;m’mmm:hm

to Lhe junctlon with High-
way 101 as well as bringing
sidewalks hlhrulyuptu

missing,” sid jrisica Biro,
publle mformation oficer

f for Caltmns District 5. “We

wiill also be consiructing a
sidewalk on the eastbound

side of Highway 246 be- cul

tween Avenue of the Flags
h 10°

summer as a Caltrans capl-
L vy

Act !f.llhl‘dl‘.. 3 Caltmany

Cunmﬂy, crews are de-
old curbs and

The pnvemenl preserva-

“We will b| nmlhg
noncom curb ramps
and installing any that are

eross- intnsedkm gnlus
and

st haide of the highway,
Once thecurby lnhill!-
walks are completed, fin.
plvin[ and restriping wﬂl
. and motorists

throughout

rmuch of the project’s dura-
tion.

The work began in Feb-

fuary nd is uhemhdu:o

h e

w:wll-:ltmq\nhnl tIn

summe, Biro said.

Orchids

Frem &1

{or years past.

The society is staging its wvent.
22nd annual Central Coast
Orchid Show and Sale from
March 31 through Apeil 2 n
Ihe South County Regional
Center, 800 W. Bomch St.,

ande. Friday's
show will be a preview/
bepefit evenl from 6:30
to 9:30 p.m., with limited
tickets thal must be pur-
chased in advance.

"Omhid Hunters” is this

ar’s show theme.

"Ii‘l the best small show
in the state” Asbell sald, |
no(h‘ the Cklilldﬁﬂ:lt}.
which has members from
Santa Maria to the Five
Ctties to San Luis Obispo,
always has high-quality

colections and exhibits at
Its yrasly evessd. “Thii s one
d lhn ﬁ wivhid thows

m lar. theee-day
drawy 4 (I::
gnoh et

course of the weekend, will 2
inehude orchisd colture and
mpnldﬂs&mantmhm
F‘I.ll.hh:hl\ thn!ll.llb;
an

avwell as

Ralkirg aboul,” Asbell saddl.
'lhmlohmﬂlﬂohlﬁ
lt'":’lunal Ak quet fosss

Ll

asehile variely of crchids.
“The kocal grouphava lot
ﬁnm d that's what it

THe also suid i & person
m't wceessfully grow
diuam, then they

by can'l grow oy~
IN.q since they're s eay
Iollhm

| o plants will be

both American
'Eﬁmmcrmo:
<l

gL b prisaied

stick

Mmadhuhhbm-
growee eep ek rchids

“The resistance it has
Ilhl;nnh'blc. Mhl ul\l

wiew show and tece) 'h-,
whete gourmet hors d'oeu-
vm..luurl. .m!w'!mtl.!
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WATER MANAGEMENT

Supervisors spread groundwater costs
across all county taxpayers

BY MONICA VAUGHAN
mvaughan@thetribunenews.com

All San Luis Obispo County taxpayers will pay to provide groundwater management plans for
property owners in unregulated portions of five severely depleted basins, the Board of Supervisors
decided Tuesday. The 3-2 vote threatens to torpedo efforts by multiple groups to form water
agencies.

After hearing more than 50 public comments, the board decided to change the county’s strategy on
implementing the state Sustainable Groundwater Management Act at a cost of $6.1 million to $8.6
million in the next three to five years paid by the county’s general fund.

The decision means property owners who continue with plans to form “"groundwater sustainability
agencies” will effectively be paying twice, once via fees to manage their GSA and again via the taxes
they pay into the general fund.

The state’s groundwater law requires that basins in overdraft — including five in San Luis Obispo
County — form agencies by June 30 that will create and implement plans to sustainably manage
their aquifers. If GSAs aren't set up by the deadline, the state can take control, at a cost that could
be thousands of dollars to each landowner a year.

Multiple entities are working to form GSAs in San Luis Obispo County'’s five basins in overdraft: Paso
Robles (and Atascadero sub-basin), Los Osos Valley, San Luis Obispo/Edna Valley, Cuyama Valley
and Santa Maria. Residents in those GSAs will pay their agencies’ management costs.

On Tuesday, Supervisors Debbie Arnold, Lynn Compton and John Peschong voted to have the
county serve as the GSA in areas not represented by other agencies and to pay for planning and
implementation, a decision welcomed by some small water users.

That shift in county policy may discourage some GSAs from forming.

“You don't have to be a genius to see that if you are going to charge somebody for something and
you have a competitor that says, ‘Hey, I'll do something for free,’ it's going to have an impact,” said
Dana Merrill, a vineyard owner who chairs the formation committee of the Estrella-El Pomar-
Creston Water District, which is working toward forming a GSA in the Paso Robles sub-basin. (He
said landowners would still benefit by opting to join the water district by having a voice in
groundwater management.)

hitp://digital.olivesoftware.com/Olive/ODN/SanLuisObispo/PrintArticle.aspx?doc=SLO%2F 2017%2F 04%2F 06&entity=ar00109&mode=text 13
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“It is unfair to use county revenue collected from Paso Robles’ citizens and used for existing county
services to pay for those who chose not to be responsible and pay for the cost of complying with
the state-mandated SGMA requirements,” Paso Robles Mayor Steve Martin said.

“It is poor planning and represents an arbitrary redistribution of resources that is not consistent
with sound conservative financial policy.”

County public works director Wade Horton said the board’s decision will impact how agencies work
together moving forward.

“Our partner agencies are taking a look at the county’s new change in direction, and they now have
an opportunity to decide if they want the Board of Supervisors to represent them in GSAs or if they
want to move forward in being a GSA,” Horton said. “That's the choice that these agencies are
going to have to make.”

“If they want to represent themselves, there is a funding requirement to do that,” he continued. "If
they want the Board of Supervisors to represent them, under the new direction, existing funds will
pay for them in representing that new management structures.”

There was some confusion during Tuesday’s meeting about whether the vote means the county will
pay costs to the unrepresented areas just for the planning phase, or if the county will pay for the
costs of managing groundwater in perpetuity.

Horton said Wednesday that his understanding of the board's direction is that the county will pay
for the costs associated with the planning phase, through the next three to five years.

“Once groundwater sustainability plans are adopted, if there is a project that needs to be done, a
physical project, beneficiaries (groundwater users) would still need to pay for that infrastructure,”
Horton said.

“At the end of the (planning) phase, once we know what the (plans) are going to entail, my intent
would be to go back to the board and clarify direction going forward,” he said.

SAN LUIS OBISPO/EDNA VALLEY BASIN

The city of San Luis Obispo and the county had been working on an agreement along with other
entities to create one GSA to oversee the basin that encompasses about 21.6 square miles.

To pay for a groundwater management plan, a basin-wide election would be held to ask
landowners to approve a property assessment.

With the board’s policy change, that collaborative approach is in jeopardy. San Luis Obispo
residents don’t have the same option as landowners in unincorporated Edna Valley to forgo an
assessment and let the county pay costs.

“(Our) agreement for collaborative management of the basin is now in peril with the change in
policy,” San Luis Obispo Mayor Heidi Harmon said.

http://digital.olivesoftware.com/Olive/ODN/SanLuisObispo/PrintArticle.aspx ?doc=SLO%2F 2017%2F 04%2F 06&entity=ar00109&mode=text 23
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Harmon attended the board meeting to address her concern, but had to leave for a City Council
meeting before her time was called. A spokesperson provided her comments on her behalf.

She said that an assessment vote would be less likely to succeed now that the county said it will pay
for the people in the areas it represents.

“The remaining voters, specifically in our San Luis Obispo, would be in effect paying for basin
management through both property taxes to the county and additional city assessment or fee to
cover the cost of running a GSA,” Harmon said. "This has been viewed by many in our county as
inequitable.”

PASO ROBLES SUB-BASIN

Multiple GSAs are in the process of forming to create one plan to manage the largest aquifer in the
area, the Paso Robles basin.

The San Miguel Community Services District, the city of Paso Robles and the Heritage Ranch
Community Services District are planning to form their own agencies. A 144,000-acre Shandon-San
Juan Water District has been proposed; its 66 landowners have until Tuesday to return ballots
deciding its formation. A 45,000-acre Estrella-El Pomar-Creston Water District with at least 190
landowners is proposed; a public hearing is scheduled for Thursday.

How the county's vote will impact those GSAs remains to be seen.

“There is no question about it that price does have an impact,” Merrill said. To join the county GSA
may be enticing because "it's free.”

“But there is more to be gained by a water district forming than just complying with SGMA (state
law), and we still think it's better to have a voice. | think that's why a lot of people are saying, “I'm
paying for it."

"YOU DON'T HAVE TO BE A GENIUS TO SEE THAT IF YOU ARE GOING TO CHARGE SOMEBODY FOR
SOMETHING AND YOU HAVE A COMPETITOR THAT SAYS, ‘HEY, I'LL DO SOMETHING FOR FREE," IT'S
GOING TO HAVE AN IMPACT.

Dana Merrill, a vineyard owner who chairs the formation committee of the Estrella-El Pomar-Creston

Water District

hitp://digital.olivesoftware.com/Olive/lODN/SanLuisObispo/PrintArticle.aspx 7doc=SLO%2F 2017%2F 04%2F 068entity=ar001008mode=text 33
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A look at who could manage the county’s
groundwater basins

The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) established a framework for the long-
term management of California's mediumand high-priority groudwater basins. Who will manage
these areas is in flux, with groundwater sustainability agencies (GSAs) still forming in some areas
and the county discussing whether to form a GSA to shoulder the cost and management of other
areas. As the state’s June 30 deadline for GSA formation looms, here's a look at the groundwater
basins in San Luis Obispo County affected by the SGMA.

As creeks ran dry and parched earth cracked in the midst of the drought, Californians became
keenly aware that underground aquifers were not unlimited resources for drinking and irrigation
water.
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Well levels
around San
Luis Obispo
County
dropped; some
became
tainted with
seawater as
more
groundwater
was pumped
out than was
going into
local aquifers.
e : The most
A L e S LR s e L S yisible impact
of declining
water tables
An electric powered well near Highway 41 near Shandon services a vineyard. Each was in the
groundwater basin must have an overall management plan. Central VaIIey,
where
overdraft in

DAVID MIDDLECAMP Tribune file

those basins caused land to sink.

The state responded by enacting legislation to do something it had never done before: regulate
groundwater to create “a sustainable regime of pumping and recharge.” It's been 15 months since
the state Sustainable Groundwater Management Act took effect, and its first major deadline is June
30.

In anticipation, the county Board of Supervisors on Tuesday will revisit its pivotal decision about
whether San Luis Obispo County will use general fund money to manage groundwater for some
residents.

That promises to be a heated debate, with opponents saying the plan amounts to some residents
actually paying twice — once through fees to cover the cost to manage their own groundwater
basin and again in taxes to “subsidize” residents in other basins who won't pay those fees.

As the county scrambles to clarify its strategy, some local farmers and residents are voting to form
new groundwater agencies, and cities are making 11thhour decisions about whether to be involved
— all because local decision-makers must form groundwater sustainability agencies (GSAs) by June
30 to manage basins in jeopardy, or the state will intervene, taking away local control.

The state law affects 127 basins (of 515) that the state deems medium or high priority. Five are in
San Luis Obispo County: Paso Robles (and the Atascadero subbasin), Los Osos Valley, San Luis
Obispo/Edna Valley, Cuyama Valley and Santa Maria basins.

hitp://digital.olivesoftware.com/Olive/ODN/SanLui sObispo/PrintArticle.aspx?doc=SLO%2F 2017%2F 04%2F 028.entity= ar001028&mode=text 37
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Agencies formed by June in 21 basins around the state deemed to be in critical overdraft —
including Paso Robles, Los Osos and Cuyama — must implement management plans by 2020. The
other basins have until 2022.

THE COUNTY’'S DYNAMIC ROLE
Then the issue gets complicated.

Groundwater sustainability agencies will govern over the most contentious natural resource in the
state. Who is forming them and how they are being formed differs by basin.

While each basin must have an overall management plan, most will have multiple agencies that will
need to work together to manage the basin as a whole. The 800-squaremile Paso Robles basin is a
prime example: at least five agencies, cities and the county are in the process of forming GSAs so
they can have a voice in any future decisions made for the basin overall.

While some cities want to be involved, some don't; some landowners are forming new water
districts to have a seat at the table. Other areas are content to stay out of it, presumably leaving
groundwater management up to the county.

On Tuesday, the Board of Supervisors will revisit its controversial 3-2 vote taken March 7 to
shoulder the expenses of implementing groundwater plans for those so-called “fringe areas”
throughout the county where other GSAs aren't being created — at a cost of $6 million to $8
million to the general fund over the next three to five years.

Supervisor Debbie Arnold, who supports the idea, said it is the county's job to manage water.
Opponents, including Supervisors Adam Hill and Bruce Gibson, said the decision was unfair because
county taxpayers — those in a GSA who will pay for groundwater expenses through fees — will end
up “subsidizing” residents in the "fringe areas.”

Tuesday's vote will revisit the supervisors’ March 7 decision to take over groundwater management
in those so-called “fringe areas” where no one else will do it. The costs of administrating an agency
and performing technical studies to create a management plan are in the millions countywide.

Residents upset about that decision have demanded supervisors revisit the vote. One woman
brought her water bill to the board and demanded the county pay it.

Supervisors agreed last year that the county would act as the governing water agency in fringe
areas, but only if the affected landowners pay for it. That would happen through a Proposition 218
vote, in which landowners decide whether and how much to assess their property to pay for
groundwater studies and administration.

On March 7, Arnold proposed stripping that language from the county’s policy, so the county
would pay for all groundwater management costs for the fringe areas out of the general fund. She
said she is opposed to raising taxes, water management is the county's job and she doesn't want
the state to intervene.

hitp://digital.olivesofiware.com/Olive/ODN/SanLuisObispo/PrintArticle.aspx?doc=SL0O%2F 2017%2F 04%2F 028&entity=ar001028mode=text 47
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“It's a primary and fundamental responsibility of the county Flood Control and Water Conservation
District to manage groundwater resources in the county,” Arnold said. “My interest is to watch out
for the long-term water resources.”

She said it's unfair for landowners with small acreage to pay for regulation that was caused by large
irrigators.

“(Say you've got) one horse in your backyard, and all of a sudden you're going to be taxed because
your neighbors are overpumping their groundwater?” she said.

Meanwhile, residents outside of “fringe areas” will have to pay for groundwater management costs.

City residents in Arroyo Grande or San Luis Obispo, for example, will pay for the costs to manage
their groundwater basins through their water bills.

Water users in management districts proposed for Shandon-San Juan and Estrella-El Pomar-
Creston, for example, will pay fees based on acreage and water use. Their tax dollars also indirectly
will pay for the county to manage “fringe areas” without an agency. That's what opponents see as a
subsidy.

“It's profoundly unfair to most county taxpayers to use general funds to manage the groundwater
challenges of a few,” Gibson said.

In addition, he said, "if you take that money out of the general fund then we don't do certain things.
We don't fund sheriff's deputies, we don't fund opioid addiction councils.”

HOW MUCH ARE WE TALKING ABOUT?

The estimated cost to develop and implement groundwater sustainability plans in the basins
countywide is $16.3 million in the next three to five years. In the current proposed budget, $5.3
million would come from the Flood Control District, using existing property taxes.

The remaining costs, under the county's pre-March 7 policy, would be paid for by all water users,
including in “fringe areas,” through assessments or increased water bills.

Under the March 7 change, the county general fund would pay the expenses of the landowners in
the "fringe areas” at a cost of $6.1 million to $8.6 million. Basin residents not in "fringe areas” would
collectively pay about $2.3 million to $4.8 million.

The cost of the “fringe areas” varies greatly by basin. In the Paso Robles basin, for example, the cost
to the county general fund for groundwater management of the “fringe area” may be $385,000, or
17 percent of the total cost to manage the Paso basin (the rest of the cost would be covered by the
county flood control district, the city of Paso Robles and the newly forming groundwater agencies
in Shandon, Creston, etc.)

In Los Osos, the cost to the general fund to manage the fringe area of the groundwater basin could
be nearly $2.4 million, or 73 percent of the total $3.2 million cost to manage the basin. (The rest of

http://digital.olivesoftware.com/Olive/ODN/SanLuisObispo/PrintArticle.aspx?doc=SLO%2F 2017%2F 04%2F 02&enlily=ar00102&mode=text 57
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the cost would be covered by a court-determined management committee composed of water
suppliers, the county and the Los Osos Community Services District.)

These are the costs the county general fund might spend to manage “fringe areas” within the
basins for the first 3-5 years:

A Paso Robles basin: $385,600 to $1,024,250.

A Los Osos basin: $2,377,615.

A Atascadero subbasin: $12,000 to $150,000.

A San Luis Obispo/Edna Valley basin: $811,165 to $2,201,734.
A Santa Maria basin: $2,317,615.

A Cuyama basin: $212,762 to $531,904.

HOW AGENCIES ARE SHAPING UP IN BASINS

As the deadline closes in, potential groundwater sustainability agencies are defining boundaries,
negotiating costs and preparing to submit applications to the state to gain authority to manage the
county’s most-used aquifers. Agencies will have to work together to form single basinwide plans.

Each basin has its own story.
Paso Robles Subbasin

Multiple agencies are in the process of forming in this 800-square-mile basin that lies in Monterey
and San Luis Obispo counties. San Miguel Community Service District, the city of Paso Robles,
Heritage Ranch Community Service District are forming their own agencies. A 144,000-acre
Shandon-San Juan Water District has been proposed; its 66 landowners have until April 11 to return
ballots deciding its formation. A 45,000-acre Estrella-El Pomar-Creston Water District with at least
190 landowners is proposed; a public hearing is scheduled for Thursday . The county is proposing
to manage unrepresented areas, and county staff has emphasized the importance of all entities
working together to create one management plan.

Los Osos Valley Basin

Like the Santa Maria Valley Basin, this 10-square-mile basin is mostly exempt from the state law
because of a court action that resulted in a groundwater management plan. The county can form a
GSA for the fringe areas of the basin; a public hearing about that plan is expected to be held at the
Board of Supervisors meeting Tuesday. The county may lobby the state to alter the basin boundary
lines.

Atascadero Subbasin

http://digital.olivesoﬂware.com/OlivelODNISanLu'sObispolPrintArﬁde.aspx?doc=SLO%2F2017%2F04%2F02&entity=ar00102&m0(b=text 67
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The state, in response to a petition, agreed that this area is a separate subbasin and is not in a
critical state of overdraft. It's unknown whether a groundwater plan will be needed. Partners are
working together to form one groundwater agency, with representatives from agriculture and
environment interests. Those involved include Atascadero, Templeton Community Services District,
Santa Ysabel Ranch Mutual Water Company and Santa Margarita Community Services areas.

San Luis Obispo/ Edna Valley Basin

The city of San Luis Obispo and the county are working on an agreement to build one GSA to
oversee the basin that encompasses about 21.6 square miles. The agency will allow seats on the
governing board to different groups to assure agricultural and rural water companies’ interests are
at the table.

Santa Maria Valley Basin

Most of the 288-squaremile basin is exempt from the state groundwater law because it is already
governed because of a court action. Fringe areas not in the adjudicated portion of the basin may be
governed by multiple agencies: Arroyo Grande recently voted to form its own agency. Pismo Beach
is scheduled to make its decision Tuesday. San Luis Obispo County and Santa Barbara County are in
negotiations to form a single agency. Those groups may lobby the state to alter the boundary of
the basin so they don't have to comply with SGMA requirements.

Cuyama Valley Basin

Four counties share boundary lines in this basin that encompasses about 230 miles (51 in San Luis
Obispo County), where the counties are negotiating with a small community services district and a
proposed water district to form a single GSA.

Monica Vaughan: 805-781-7930, @MonicalVaughan
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EDITORIAL: OPINION OF THE TRIBUNE

It's not time to change policy on financing
new groundwater controls

BY THE TRIBUNE EDITORIAL BOARD

DAVID MIDDLECAMP Tribune file

Much of the debate over who should bear the financial burden of groundwater planning has focused on vineyards.

T he San Luis Obispo County Board of Supervisors is about to take a second look at who should pay
for state-mandated management plans for groundwater basins threatened by overpumping. Should it
be the affected property owners who actually use the water, or all county taxpayers?

If the board decides the county should cover that cost — estimated at $6.1 million — that would
reverse the position it took back in November, when it agreed to act as lead agency for areas required
to do groundwater planning, but only if property owners agreed to cover the costs.
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Otherwise, control would revert to the state, which would then impose fees on landowners.

One point of clarification: Much of the debate over who should bear the financial burden has focused
on vineyard owners in the Paso Robles basin and has been characterized as Big Ag vs. The Rest of Us.

While there have been serious water shortages in the Paso basin that led to emergency ordinances
and a failed attempt to form a single water district, Paso is just one of six water basins in the county
that must comply with the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act, or SGMA. And it's by no means
only large ag interests affected; small growers and rural residents are as well.

That said, we believe the Board of Supervisors should stick with its earlier policy and require property
owners to pay their own way or, at the very least, share the cost rather than stick taxpayers with the
entire bill.

Here's why:
A It would be inconsistent to change the policy at this late date.

Many landowners based their decisions on the board’s earlier policy, including several who are in the
process of forming — and funding — their own water management agencies. For the Board of
Supervisors to suddenly come to the rescue of those who aren't interested in stepping up would only
reward their unwillingness to share the burden.

A The county can't afford it.

Where, exactly, will this $6 million come from? As it is, there isn't enough money to keep roads in
good repair, and supervisors are bickering over where dwindling recreation funds should be spent.

And they're going to put an additional burden on the General Fund?
A It provides a benefit most other residents don’t receive.

Most of us purchase water through a purveyor — be it a city, a services district or a water company —
and pay water rates that cover not just the water we use, but also planning, maintenance, repairs and
other costs associated with running a water system. (The city of Arroyo Grande, for example, has
agreed to participate in developing a SGMA plan for the Santa Maria basin, and anticipates it may
have to raise water rates to cover the additional cost.)

If the county foots the SGMA bill for a select group of people, the rest of us will be paying not only for
our own water, but through our taxes we'll indirectly be helping others pay for theirs.

A There are too many unknowns.
One of the biggest: Why would the county do this?

When the idea was introduced last month by Supervisor Debbie Arnold, she argued that the state
mandate imposes an unfair financial burden on property owners.
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That's a concern. No one should be forced out of their home or off their family farm on account of this
mandate.

But exactly how much would property owners be expected to pay? We don't really know, though
judging by estimates in one of the proposed Paso districts, rural homeowners would pay, at most, $50
per year. Owners of irrigated property would pay in the neighborhood of $35 per acre. That could be a
major expense, but farming is a commercial venture, and we don't believe the county should be in the
business of subsidizing commercial ventures.

That costs to individual property owners could be more — or less — in other basins. Again, we don’t
know.

One example: The SGMA plan for the “fringe” area of the Los Osos basin — a portion not already
covered by an existing court-approved plan — has been estimated at $3.2 million. But Supervisor
Bruce Gibson, who represents Los Osos, says work is underway to either establish that the fringe area
should be exempted from SGMA requirement altogether, or included in the existing Los Osos basin
plan.

He does not foresee an outcome that would deal “a crushing financial blow on individuals in that
basin.”

A Will it set a precedent of the county picks up the tab?

If the county pays for these plans, what will happen down the road if the state orders additional ones,
or isn't satisfied with the plans as submitted? Will the county have an ongoing financial obligation?

Bottom line: We believe this proposal is a hastily conceived fix for a problem that doesn't really exist.

The county already indicated its willingness to serve as lead agency for affected property owners as
long as they are willing to pay for water management.

That's fair. Giving affected property owners a free ride — especially in light of the county’s financial
challenges — is a generosity we can't afford.

We urge the Board of Supervisors to stick with its original policy by requiring property owners to pay
their fair share.
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GROUNDWATER BASINS

Who will pay to manage aquifers across
region?

The San Luis Obispo County Board of Supervisors will revisit a
controversial vote about whether to spend millions of dollars
from the general fund to help some people manage their
groundwater basin, in what critics call a “subsidy” from other
taxpayers. The pivotal policy question comes just a few months
before the first major deadline set by the state Sustainable
Groundwater Management Act.

BY MONICA VAUGHAN
mvaughan@thetribunenews.com
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Who should pay to manage groundwater? SLO County supervisors will
revisit the question
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BY MONICA VAUGHAN
mvaughan@thetribunenews.com

As creeks ran dry and parched earth cracked in the midst of the drought, Californians became keenly aware that underground aquifers were not
unlimited resources for drinking and irrigation water.

Well levels around San Luis Obispo County dropped; some became tainted with seawater as more groundwater was pumped out than was going into
local aquifers. The most visible impact of declining water tables was in the Central Valley, where overdraft in those basins caused land to sink.

The state responded by enacting legislation to do something it had never done before: regulate groundwater to create “a sustainable regime of
pumping and recharge.” It’s been 15 months since the state Sustainable Groundwater Management Act took effect, and its first major deadline is June
30.

In anticipation, the county Board of Supervisors on Tuesday will revisit its pivotal decision about whether San Luis Obispo County will use general
fund money to manage groundwater for some residents.

That promises to be a heated debate, with opponents saying the plan amounts to some residents actually paying twice — once through fees to cover
the cost to manage their own groundwater basin and again in taxes to “subsidize” residents in other basins who won't pay those fees.

As the county scrambles to clarify its strategy, some local farmers and residents are voting to form new groundwater agencies, and cities are making
11th-hour decisions about whether to be involved — all because local decision-makers must form groundwater sustainability agencies (GSAs) by June

30 to manage basins in jeopardy, or the state will intervene, taking away local control.

The state law affects 127 basins (of 515) that the state deems medium or high priority. Five are in San Luis Obispo County: Paso Robles (and the
Atascadero subbasin), Los Osos Valley, San Luis Obispo/Edna Valley, Cuyama Valley and Santa Maria basins. P
b

Agencies formed by June os and Cuyama — must

implement management | J Repister
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The county’s dynamic role
Then the issue gets complicated.

Groundwater sustainability agencies will govern over the most contentious natural resource in the state. Who is forming them and how they are being
formed differs by basin.

While each basin must have an overall management plan, most will have multiple agencies that will need to work together to manage the basin as a
whole. The 800-square-mile Paso Robles basin is a prime example: at least five agencies, cities and the county are in the process of forming GSAs so
they can have a voice in any future decisions made for the basin overall.

While some cities want to be involved, some don’t; some landowners are forming new water districts to have a seat at the table. Other areas are
content to stay out of it, presumably leaving groundwater management up to the county.

On Tuesday, the Board of Supervisors will revisit its controversial 3-2 vote taken March 7 to shoulder the expenses of implementing groundwater
plans for those so-called “fringe areas” throughout the county where other GSAs aren’t being created — at a cost of $6 million to $8 million to the
general fund over the next three to five years.

Supervisor Debbie Arnold, who supports the idea, said it is the county’s job to manage water. Opponents, including Supervisors Adam Hill and Bruce
Gibson, said the decision was unfair because county taxpayers — those in a GSA who will pay for groundwater expenses through fees —will end up
“subsidizing” residents in the “fringe areas.”

Tuesday’s vote will revisit the supervisors’ March 7 decision to take over groundwater management in those so-called “fringe areas” where no one
else will do it. The costs of administrating an agency and performing technical studies to create a management plan are in the millions countywide.

Residents upset about that decision have demanded supervisors revisit the vote. One woman brought her water bill to the board and demanded the
county pay it.

Supervisors agreed last year that the county would act as the governing water agency in fringe areas, but only if the affected landowners pay for it.
That would happen through a Proposition 218 vote, in which landowners decide whether and how much to assess their property to pay for
groundwater studies and administration.

On March 7, Arnold proposed stripping that language from the county’s policy, so the county would pay for all groundwater management costs for
the fringe areas out of the general fund. She said she is opposed to raising taxes, water management is the county’s job and she doesn’t want the state
to intervene.

“It’s a primary and fundamental responsibility of the county Flood Control and Water Conservation District to manage groundwater resources in the
county,” Arnold said. “My interest is to watch out for the long-term water resources.”

She said it’s unfair for landowners with small acreage to pay for regulation that was caused by large irrigators.

“(Say you’ve got) one horse in your backyard, and all of a sudden you’re going to be taxed because your neighbors are overpumping their
groundwater?” she said.

Meanwhile, residents outside of “fringe areas” will have to pay for groundwater management costs.
City residents in Arroyo Grande or San Luis Obispo, for example, will pay for the costs to manage their groundwater basins through their water bills.

Water users in management districts proposed for Shandon-San Juan and Estrella-El Pomar-Creston, for example, will pay fees based on acreage and
water use. Their tax dollars also indirectly will pay for the county to manage “fringe areas” without an agency. That’s what opponents see as a
subsidy.

“It’s profoundly unfair to most county taxpayers to use general funds to manage the groundwater challenges of a few,” Gibson said.

In addition, he said, “if you take that money out of the general fund then we don’t do certain things. We don’t fund sheriff’s deputies, we don’t fund
opioid addiction councils.”

How much are we talking about?

The estimated costs to develop and implement groundwater sustainability plans in the basins countywide is $16.3 million in the next three to five
years. In the current proposed budget, $5.3 million would come from the Flood Control District, using existing property taxes.

The remaining costs, under the county’s pre-March 7 policy, would be paid for by all water users, including in “fringe areas,” through assessments or
increased water bills.
-

Under the March 7 chang ost of $6.1 million to $8.6
million. Basin residents n !
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The cost of the “fringe areas” varies greatly by basin. In the Paso Robles basin, for example, the cost to the county general fund for groundwater
management of the “fringe area” may be $385,000, or 17 percent of the total cost to manage the Paso basin (the rest of the cost would be covered
by the county flood control district, the city of Paso Robles and the newly forming groundwater agencies in Shandon, Creston, etc.)

In Los Osos, the cost to the general fund to manage the fringe area of the groundwater basin could be nearly $2.4 million, or 73 percent of the total
$3.2 million cost to manage the basin. (The rest of the cost would be covered by a court-determined management committee composed of water
suppliers, the county and the Los Osos Community Services District.)

These are the costs the county general fund might spend to manage “fringe areas” within the basins for the first 3-5 years:
= Paso Robles basin: $385,600 to $1,024,250.

= Los Osos basin: $2,377,615.

=« Atascadero subbasin: $12,000 to $150,000.

= San Luis Obispo/Edna Valley basin: $811,165 to $2,201,734.

= Santa Maria basin: $2,317,615.

* Cuyama basin: $212,762 to $531,904.

How agencies are shaping up in basins

As the deadline closes in, potential groundwater sustainability agencies are defining boundaries, negotiating costs and preparing to submit
applications to the state to gain authority to manage the county’s most-used aquifers. Agencies will have to work together to form single basinwide
plans.

Each basin has its own story.
Paso Robles Subbasin

Multiple agencies are in the process of forming in this 800-square-mile basin that lies in Monterey and San Luis Obispo counties. San Miguel
Community Service District, the city of Paso Robles, Heritage Ranch Community Service District are forming their own agencies. A 144,000-acre
Shandon-San Juan Water District has been proposed; its 66 landowners have until April 11 to return ballots deciding its formation. A 45,000-acre
Estrella-El Pomar-Creston Water District with at least 190 landowners is proposed; a public hearing is scheduled for Thursday . The county is
proposing to manage unrepresented areas, and county staff has emphasized the importance of all entities working together to create one management
plan.

Los Osos Valley Basin

Like the Santa Maria Valley Basin, this 10-square-mile basin is mostly exempt from the state law because of a court action that resuited in a
groundwater management plan. The county can form a GSA for the fringe areas of the basin; a public hearing about that plan is expected to be held
at the Board of Supervisors meeting Tuesday. The county may lobby the state to alter the basin boundary lines.

Atascadero Subbasin

The state, in response to a petition, agreed that this area is a separate subbasin and is not in a critical state of overdraft. It’s unknown whether a
groundwater plan will be needed. Partners are working together to form one groundwater agency, with representatives from agriculture and
environment interests. Those involved include Atascadero, Templeton Community Services District, Santa Ysabel Ranch Mutual Water Company and
Santa Margarita Community Services areas.

San Luis Obispo/Edna Valley Basin

The city of San Luis Obispo and the county are working on an agreement to build one GSA to oversee the basin that encompasses about 21.6 square
miles. The agency will allow seats on the governing board to different groups to assure agricultural and rural water companies’ interests are at the
table.

Santa Maria Valley Basin

Most of the 288-square-mile basin is exempt from the state groundwater law because it is already governed because of a court action. Fringe areas
not in the adjudicated portion of the basin may be governed by multiple agencies: Arroyo Grande recently voted to form its own agency. Pismo Beach
is scheduled to make its decision Tuesday. San Luis Obispo County and Santa Barbara County are in negotiations to form a single agency. Those
groups may lobby the state to alter the boundarv of the basin so thev don’t have to comolv with SGMA requirements. : r)

Cuyama Valley Basin
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Four counties share boundary lines in this basin that encompasses about 230 miles (51 in San Luis Obispo County), where the counties are
negotiating with a small community services district and a proposed water district to form a single GSA.

Monica Vaughan: 805-781-7930, @MonicaLVaughan
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7 Nancy Bodily - Sierra Nevada College MFA Program
@ | cannot attend today’s meeting because | work and it is during my work hours, so | will offer my thoughts here. Right now this feels like an issue of taxation without
E representation. If memory serves me, this was an issue on the November ballot and the people in those outlying areas rejected the idea of paying taxes to be proactive
about this issue. Now it feels like government overeach by so called conservatives as they respond to a crisis siutation by making others twice for water. So
conservative members of the board voted to use tax dollars not designed for this because their constituents were unwilling to be proactive, tax themselves and pay
their way for their own issue. This from conservatives who would never vote for a health care system for all, but are fine with asking taxpayers to cover the costs of
water for certain areas of the county. Just so we are clear, this is welfare.
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James G. Green - Government Affairs Specialist at San Luis Obispo County Farm Bureau
: Very well written on a very complex subject.
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Arroyo Grande will ‘pay to play’ by forming
own groundwater agency

BY KAYTLYN LESLIE
kleslie@thetribunenews.com

Rather than letting the county take the lead in managing its 1,217-acre fringe area of the Santa
Maria Groundwater Basin — and risk having little to no control over future fees for regulation of
that area — Arroyo Grande is going to “pay to play” as a staterecognized groundwater
sustainability agency.

Its spot on the game board isn't going to be cheap: Based on preliminary estimates, the city could
pay about $135,000 just to form the GSA, and then pay $13,250 per year thereafter in operating
costs — costs that will have to be paid for through the city’'s water fund and a potential water rate
increase in the future.

“I'm very concerned either way, whether we go with the county or our own GSA, for potential rate
increases,” City Councilwoman Barbara Harmon said Tuesday. "It may be inevitable, but | know we'll
do our best to get the information and be creative in regards to that.”

The Arroyo Grande City Council unanimously approved a resolution Tuesday directing city staff to
begin the state application process to become a GSA, and appropriating $15,000 from its water
fund to pay for a consultant to assist with the application.

The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act requires groundwater sustainability agencies to
oversee groundwater basins that are in overdraft and make sure they are being managed
sustainably by 2020.

Though it does not apply to the majority of the Santa Maria Groundwater Basin — much of that
basin is already monitored through courtformed management groups set up following decades of
water rights litigation in the area — SGMA does affect the roughly 15,000-acre "fringe area” of the
basin that is not controlled by the adjudicated management groups.

Arroyo Grande's portion of the basin is on the north side of Highway
101. Much of the area south of the highway is part of the adjudicated area.

The county has said it intends to manage any unrepresented portions of the six local groundwater
basins, including the Santa Maria basin fringe area.

Local groups statewide have until June 30 to declare their intent to form groundwater sustainability
agencies. After that, they will have until 2022 to collaborate and draft plans for how they will
sustainably manage their basins.
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Arroyo Grande council members were at first hesitant to embark on the costly endeavor of forming
a GSA for its 1,217-acre area of land, which includes only four working wells. But because the way
the county plans to pay to manage the fringe areas is still in question (the county Board of
Supervisors said it wouldn't charge property owners to pay for management, but that vote has been
contested), the council decided it was more important to ensure local control now, rather than risk
uncontrolled fees to city residents down the road.

“It's frustrating because | think we are spending money that's going to not do a whole lot in the
end,” Councilman Tim Brown said. “It's another expense | don't think we need, but it is the reality of
the situation, and I've been brought to the idea that we need to have local control.”

Forming a GSA will also prevent the city from having to seek permission from the county in the
future if the council decides it wants to pump water from the fringe area.

“To give up a third of A.G.'s basin, that is a little bit scary, because who knows 20 years from now
what we might want to do?” Councilwoman Kristen Barneich said. “So | would rather preserve that
local control and have us be in charge of what we are going to do as far as pay for it, and not have
the county have a say in that.”

Arroyo Grande could be the only South County city to form a GSA. The Nipomo Community
Services District Board of Directors voted March 22 to let the county manage its portion of the
unadjudicated basin, while Pismo Beach is expected to consider doing the same at its meeting
Tuesday.

Grover Beach and Oceano both also draw water from the Santa Maria basin, but their portions fall
within the adjudicated portion of the basin that is exempt from SGMA regulations.

Once the basin is finalized as a GSA, the Arroyo Grande City Council will work with San Luis Obispo
and Santa Barbara counties to begin drafting a groundwater sustainability plan that will outline how
the trio of groups plan to make the fringe areas of the basin sustainable.

Kaytlyn Leslie: 805-781-7928, @kaytyleslie
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Arroyo Grande will ‘pay to play’ by forming its own groundwater agency
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BY KAYTLYN LESLIE
kleslie@thetribunenews.com

Rather than letting the county take the lead in managing its 1,217-acre fringe area of the Santa Maria Groundwater Basin — and risk having little to
no control over future fees for regulation of that area — Arroyo Grande is going to “pay to play” as a state-recognized groundwater sustainability
agency.

Its spot on the game board isn’t going to be cheap: Based on preliminary estimates, the city could pay about $135,000 just to form the GSA, and then
pay $13,250 per year thereafter in operating costs — costs that will have to be paid for through the city’s water fund and a potential water rate
increase in the future.

“'m very concerned either way, whether we go with the county or our own GSA, for potential rate increases,” City Councilwoman Barbara Harmon
said Tuesday. “It may be inevitable, but I know we’ll do our best to get the information and be creative in regards to that.”

The Arroyo Grande City Council unanimously approved a resolution Tuesday directing city staff to begin the state application process to become a
GSA, and appropriating $15,000 from its water fund to pay for a consultant to assist with the application.

The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act requires groundwater sustainability agencies to oversee groundwater basins that are in overdraft and
make sure they are being managed sustainably by 2020.

é¢
IT°S FRUSTRATING BECAUSE | THINK WE ARE SPENDING MONEY THAT'S GOING TO NOT DO A WHOLE LOT IN THE END.

Tim Brown, Arroyo Grande City Council
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Arroyo Grande’s portion of the basin is on the north side of Highway 101. Much of the area south of the highway is part of the adjudicated area.
The county has said it intends to manage any unrepresented portions of the six local groundwater basins, including the Santa Maria basin fringe area.

Local groups statewide have until June 30 to declare their intent to form groundwater sustainability agencies. After that, they will have until 2022 to
collaborate and draft plans for how they will sustainably manage their basins.

Arroyo Grande council members were at first hesitant to embark on the costly endeavor of forming a GSA for its 1,217-acre area of land, which
includes only four working wells. But because the way the county plans to pay to manage the fringe areas is still in question (the county Board of
Supervisors said it wouldn’t charge property owners to pay for management, but that vote has been contested), the council decided it was more
important to ensure local control now, rather than risk uncontrolled fees to city residents down the road.

“It’s frustrating because I think we are spending money that’s going to not do a whole lot in the end,” Councilman Tim Brown said. “It’s another
expense I don’t think we need, but it is the reality of the situation, and I've been brought to the idea that we need to have local control.”

Forming a GSA will also prevent the city from having to seek permission from the county in the future if the council decides it wants to pump water
from the fringe area.

({4
TO GIVE UP A THIRD OF A.G.S BASIN, THAT IS A LITTLE BIT SCARY, BECAUSE WHO KNOWS 20 YEARS FROM NOW WHAT WE MIGHT WANT TO DO?

Kristen Barneich, Arroyo Grande City Council

“To give up a third of A.G.’s basin, that is a little bit scary, because who knows 20 years from now what we might want to do?” Councilwoman
Kristen Barneich said. “So I would rather preserve that local control and have us be in charge of what we are going to do as far as pay for it, and not
have the county have a say in that.”

Arroyo Grande could be the only South County city to form a GSA. The Nipomo Community Services District Board of Directors voted March 22 to
let the county manage its portion of the unadjudicated basin, while Pismo Beach is expected to consider doing the same at its meeting Tuesday.

Grover Beach and Oceano both also draw water from the Santa Maria basin, but their portions fall within the adjudicated portion of the basin that is
exempt from SGMA regulations.

Once the basin is finalized as a GSA, the Arroyo Grande City Council will work with San Luis Obispo and Santa Barbara counties to begin drafting a
groundwater sustainability plan that will outline how the trio of groups plan to make the fringe areas of the basin sustainable.

Kaytlyn Leslie: 805-781-7928, @kaytyleslie
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3/27/2017 Nipomo to let county manage piece of Santa Maria Groundwater Basin | The Tribune

LOCAL MARCH 22,2017 5:27 PM

Nipomo allows SLO County to manage fringe area of Santa Maria
Groundwater Basin
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BY KAYTLYN LESLIE
kleslie@thetribunenews.com

The Nipomo Community Services District board of directors voted Wednesday to allow San Luis Obispo County to take the lead in forming a
groundwater sustainability agency to manage a fringe area of the Santa Maria Groundwater Basin.

The decision comes in light of a state law requiring that management groups be formed for groundwater basins in overdraft to help them become
sustainable by 2020.

The Santa Maria Groundwater Basin, from which Nipomo draws its water, is mostly exempt because it is already managed through court-formed
groups stemming from lawsuits in 2005 and 2008. A small portion of the basin within the Nipomo services district’s boundaries is not controlled by
this management group and is subject to the state regulations.
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3/27/2017 Nipomo to let county manage piece of Santa Marla Groundwater Basin | The Tribune
The county has promised it will form a groundwater sustainability agency to manage unrepresented and unadjudicated portions of the county’s basins
— like Nipomo's — at no cost to property owners.
Because the Nipomo services district does not draw water from that small fringe area within its boundaries, the board decided to instead let the

county take the lead and manage that portion.

Kaytlyn Leslie: 805-781-7928, @kaytyleslie
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3/20/2017 Santa Maria groundwater basin could get new management agencies | The Tribune

LOCAL MARCH 18, 2017 4:29 PM

South County ponders new groundwater management agencies for
fringe areas of basin
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BY KAYTLYN LESLIE
kleslie@thetribunenews.com

Faced with a June 30 deadline from the state, South County cities and community services districts are beginning to consider whether to form
groundwater sustainability agencies to manage portions of the Santa Maria groundwater basin, or if they want to leave that management to San Luis

Obispo County.

The Arroyo Grande City Council this past week decided to schedule a public hearing on the issue at its next meeting, while the Nipomo Community
Services District Board of Directors will consider the topic Wednesday, and the Pismo Beach City Council on April 4.

Basin management isn’t a new concept in the South County: Much of the Santa Maria groundwater basin is already managed by court-formed groups
set up in 2005 and 2008, following a lengthy legal dispute over water rights in the area.
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3/20/2017 Santa Maria groundwater basin could get new management agencies | The Tribune

That portion of the basin is not affected by the state’s Sustainable Groundwater Management Act, which requires groundwater sustainability agencies
to oversee groundwater basins that are in overdraft — including the Paso Robles sub-basin in North County — and make sure they are being managed
sustainably by 2020.

The SGMA does affect the roughly 15,000-acre “fringe area” of the basin that is not controlled by the adjudicated management groups.

Local groups have until June 30 to declare their intent to form a groundwater sustainability agency. After that, they will have until 2022 to collaborate
and draft plans for how they will sustainably manage the basin.

{3

IT WILL IMPACT STAFF RESOURCES, IT WILL COST US MONEY, AND IT'S FOR YOU TO CAREFULLY WEIGH THE CONSIDERATION OF HAVING THAT CONTROL OR GIVING THE
REIGNS, IF YOU WILL, TO THE COUNTY.

Teresa McClish, Arroyo Grande Community Development Director

Last week, the county Board of Supervisors voted to manage groundwater for any unincorporated and unrepresented areas of the county (although
county counsel Rita Neal is reviewing whether that vote violated the Brown Act by not properly notifying the public in advance).

The three South County groups in the “fringe area” — Arroyo Grande, Nipomo Community Services District and Pismo Beach — must now decide
whether they want to form independent agencies, or leave that up to the county’s control.

At its meeting Tuesday night, the Arroyo Grande City Council considered three options for managing the 1,240-acre portion of the unadjudicated
basin that falls within city limits:

= The county would take the lead as a groundwater sustainability agency, and the city could play an advisory role.

= The city would form its own agency and coordinate with other groundwater sustainability agencies in the area through a memorandum of
agreement.

= The city, county and other governing groups form one agency under a joint agreement.

Teresa McClish, Arroyo Grande community development director, recommended Tuesday that the city form an agency because it would ensure
Arroyo Grande had a seat at the table for issues pertaining to water use in the basin and could have some control over potential fees to pay for the
sustainability plans and studies.

“Even though we are only one small part of the fringe of the area, we would want to consider the ramifications of having a seat at the table and being
able to govern our own area within the city limits,” she said.

One of the chief issues with forming a groundwater sustainability agency is the cost.

Based on county estimates, Arroyo Grande could expect to pay about $122,900 to form the agency, and then about $13,250 in operating costs per
year, though those numbers are tentative.

“It will impact staff resources, it will cost us money, and it’s for you to carefully weigh the consideration of having that control or giving the reigns, if
you will, to the county,” McClish said.

The cost could be folded into the city’s water fund — though that fund is already struggling from less revenue because residents are using less water
— and grants, McClish said .

Several council members were wary of taking on the costs of forming an agency, particularly since the area has only four working wells.

“If I'm understanding it correctly, we'd be paying possibly a good portion of money for a couple of wells within our portion,” Councilman Tim Brown
said. “That’s it. That’s the extent of the whole thing.”

The city ultimately directed staff to schedule a public hearing to decide on the issue for March 28.

“I think that it’s really important for our most important resource, for us to preserve and maintain the control, especially given that this is our only
bite at the apple,” Councilwoman Caren Ray said. “If we don’t take this because we didn’t want to spend $122,000, I fear that years down the road
we will be kicking ourselves for not having control.”

The Nipomo Community Services District could take a different tact.

{3

THE DISTRICT HAS ITS HANDS FULL PROVIDING UTILITY SERVICES AND THE BOARD WILL HAVE TO DECIDE IF THEY WANT TO TAKE ON MANAGING THE UNUSED
GROUNDWATER BASIN WITHIN THE FRINGE AREAS WITHIN NCSD BOUNDARIES.
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3/20/2017 Santa Maria groundwater basin could get new management agencies | The Tribune

Mario Iglesias, Nipomo CSD General Manager

According to General Manager Mario Iglesias, the board of directors will consider the topic Wednesday, and staff has recommended that the district
not form a groundwater sustainability agency because the district doesn’t use the 5,410-acre unadjudicated area of the basin in the Nipomo area for
water production.

“The district has its hands full providing utility services, and the board will have to decide if they want to take on managing the unused groundwater
basin within the fringe areas within NCSD boundaries,” Iglesias said Friday. “Of course, it is a board decision.”

Pismo Beach, which has roughly 470 acres of unadjudicated basin within its city limits, will likely follow suit, City Manager Jim Lewis said Friday.

The city is mostly built out, he said, and has no plans to use the unadjudicated land to pump more water any time in the future. Because of that, staff
recommends letting the county be the lead agency for the fringe area.

The Pismo Beach City Council will discuss the recommendation at its next meeting April 4.

Kaytlyn Leslie: 805-781-7928, @kaytyleslie
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4/6/2017 Pismo won't form groundwater agency - San Luis Obispo Tribune, 2017-04-06

Pismo won’t form groundwater agency

— KAYTLYN LESLIE

Pismo Beach won't join Arroyo Grande in managing the unregulated area of the Santa Maria
groundwater basin.

The Pismo Beach City Council unanimously voted Tuesday to let San Luis Obispo County take
control of the 470-acre area of the basin within city limits, rather than form its own groundwater
sustainability agency.

The state's Sustainability Groundwater Management Act requires the formation of GSAs to monitor
and plan for how they will make state basins sustainable by 2020. Much of the Santa Maria basin is
already managed through court-appointed groups, but several small fringe areas remain
unmanaged.

Arroyo Grande on March 28 decided to form its own GSA to manage its area, while the Nipomo
Community Services District voted March 22 to cede its control to the county.

Pismo Beach is mostly built out and has no plans to use the small bit of fringe land to pump more
water any time in the future, said Ben Fine, the city’s public works director. Because of that, and the
high cost of forming a GSA, the council decided to let the county be the lead agency.

“We basically don't draw any water from it, the county is going to do their's anyway — might as
well let them do it and figure out what our share is so we can save a lot of money,” Mayor Ed
Waage said.
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