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ENGINEERING & OPERATIONS

DATE: JUNE 5,2025

2025 SPRING GROUND WATER INDEX REVIEW

ITEM

Receive the Spring 2025 Ground Water Index Report for the Nipomo Mesa area. IRECOMMEND
RECETVE AND F|LE REPORTI

BACKGROUND

Dr. Brad Newton provided the attached Technical Memorandum #50 ("Memorandum") for Board
review and consideration. The Memorandum provides the most current data for the Ground
Water Index ('GWl') and provides the Spring 2025 GWI reading. ln summary, the Spring 2025
GWI has increased in comparison with the Fall 2024 GWt, from 80,000 acre-feet to 115,000 acre-
feet.

Dr. NeMon's report and the Ground Water lndex are independent work products of the District
and are not reviewed by the Nipomo Mesa Management Area Technical Group.

FISCAL IMPACT

Funds for preparation of this report are included in the FY 2024-25 Budget.

STRATEGIC PLAN

Goal 1 -WATER SUPPLY -Actively plan to provide reliable water supply of sufficient quality and
quantity to serve both current customers and those in the long-term future.

RECOMIT'IENDATION

Staff recommends that the Board receive the Report and give direction to staff as needed.

ATTACHMENTS

A. Technical Memorandum #50 - Spring 2025 Ground Water lndex
B. Spring 2025 Ground Water lndex Presentation
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NEWTON GEO-HYDROLOGY CONSULTING SERVICES

TECHNICAL MEMORANDUM

Raymond Dienzo, General Manager NCSD

Brad Newton, Ph.D., P.G.

Technical Memorandum #50 - Spring 2025 Ground Water Index and2025 Key Wells
Index

June04,2025

8 INTRODUCTION
9 Groundwater surface elevations (GSE) underlying the Nipomo Mesa are regularly

10 measured at many places (wells) across the mesa. The Spring 2025 Ground Water Index (GWD
1'l' has been computed from GSE measurements collected during fall across the Nipomo Mesa and
12 presented herein along with historical G\M from 1975 to present. Limited measurements of
13 GSE were available for the years 1978,1982,1983, 1984,1994 and 1997, precluding a reliable
74 calculation of GWI for those years.

15 The Nipomo Mesa Management Area (NMMA) Technical Group (TG) has not
'L6 reviewed this technical memorandum, its findings, or any presentation of this evaluation.

17 RESULTS
18 The Spring 2025 GWI is 1L5,000 AF (Table L, Figure 1), an increase from the Fall 2024value
19 of 80,000 AF. The GWI remains high as compared to fulI record despite the low rainfall of 2025
20 (9.1 inches). The GWI had been in decline since the turn of the century with minor increases

2'J. that occurre d rn 2006, 2012, 2017 . The significant increases in the Fall 2023 and Spring 2024 GWI
22 largely responded to the significantly greater than average annual rainfall of 30.4 inches in2023,
23 slightly above average rainfall of. 19.4 inches in 2024, the reduction of groundwater pumping
24 during this five month long rainy season (November 2023 to Aprr12024), and the continued
25 recharge of groundwater to the Santa Maria Groundwater Basin from releases out of Twitchell
26 Reservoir from May 2024 rnto December 2024. The rainfall during lhe 2023 season was
27 approximately 179 percent of the long-term average of 'I".6.3 inches (Gauge #151.1) and the
28 rainfall during the 2024 season was 1"L8 percent of the long-term average.

29 Generally, the GIM has been in decline since the turn of the century, despite that the
30 average rainfall from 2001 to 2012 of. 

-1.6.75 inches was slightly above the long-tenn average
3'J. rainfall of '1.6.4 inches (Figure 2). The GWI significantly declined during the drought that
32 occurred from 2013 to 2022 when the average annual rainfall was 13.3 inches. Consumptive use
33 of ground water produced is another contributing factor to the magnitude of the GWI
34 (Technical Memorandum #30 - Fall 20L4 Ground Water Index and Hydrologic Inventory

Newton Geo-Hydrology Consulting Services

P.O. Box 2081, Santa Barbara,CA93120 . (805) 636-6619 r bnewton@NGHcorp.com
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TO: Raymond Dienzo, GM NCSD
RE: Spring 2025 cWI and 2025 KWI
DATE: June}A,2025
Page2

Analysis, December 10,2014). Consumptive use of ground water produced is a significant
component of the hydrologic inventory, currently b"irg managed through conservation. The
new water brought to the Nipomo Mesa tfuough the Nipomo Supplemental Water Project
(NSWP), which began in July 2,2015, is also a major contributing factor to the GWI, reducing
the amount of groundwater produced to meet customer demand by approximately one-half in
recent years. An additional benefit of the new NSWP water brought to the Nipomo Mesa is the
retum flow which increases the amount of groundwater available for fufure production locally.
Consumptive use of groundwater is relatively constant from year to year, and when drought
occurs (13.33 inches average rainfall from 20121o 2022) the impacts to groundwater elevations
can be extreme.

The 2025 Key Well Index (KVVI) value (22.8 ft msl) remains significantly high from the
previous years of 201"3 to 2023, designating a Potential Water Shortage Condition (see

Methodology for KWI explanation). The KWI generally follows the same historical trends as

the GWI (Figure 1).

METHODOLOGY
The calculation of spring and fall GWI are based on GSE measurements regularly made by

San Luis Obispo County Departunent of Public Works (SLO DPW), NCSD, USGS, and
Woodlands. The integration of GSE data is accomplished by using computer software to
interpolate between measuremenb and calculate GWI within the principal production aquifer
assuming an unconfined aquifer and a specific yield of 11.7 percent. Limited measuremenb of
GSE were available for the years 1982, 1983, 1984, 1994 and 1997, preclu.ding a reliable
calculation of GWI for those years.

Groundwater Surface Elevation Measurements
Groundwater surface elevation data were obtained from SLO DPW, NCSD, USGS, and

Woodlands. SLO DPW measures GSE in monitoring wells during the spring (April) and the fall
(October) of each year. Woodlands and NCSD measures GSE in their monitoring wells
montlrly. For the years 1975 to 1999, available representative GSE data were used to compute
GWI. For the years 2000 to present only GSE data from the same 45 wells were used to
compute GWI.

The GSE data was reviewed in combination with well completion reports and historical
hydrographic records in order to exclude measurements that likely do not accurately represent

static water levels within the principal production aquifer. Wells that do not access the
principal production aquifer or were otherwise determined to not accurately represent static
water levels within the aquifer were not included in analysis.

Newton Geo-Hydrology Consulting Services
P.O. Box 2081, Santa Barbara,CA93120 . (805) 636-6619 o bnewton@NGHcorp.com
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L GroundwaterSurfacelnterpolation
2 The individual GSE measurements from each year were used to produce a GSE field by
3 interpolation using the inverse distance weighting method.

4 Ground Water Index
5 The GWI is defined as the annually normalized value of the saturated volume above sea

6 level and bedrock multiplied by the specific yield of 11.7 percent. The GWI is comprised from
7 approximately 45 ground water elevation measuremenb made by the County of San Luis
8 Obispo each April and October. The value of the Ground Water Index was computed for an
9 area approximately similar to the NMMA Boundary. The base of the saturated volume is mean

10 sea level surface (elevation equals zero) or the bedrock, whichever is higher. The bedrock
1L surface elevation is based on Figure 11: Base of Potential Water-Bearing Sedimenb, presented in
12 the report Water Resources of the Arroyo Grande - Nipomo Mesa Area (DVVR 2002). The
13 bedrock surface elevation was preliminarily verified by reviewing driller reports obtained from
1.4 DWR. The specific yield is based on the average weighted specific yield measurement made at
15 wells within the Nipomo Mesa Hydrologic Sub-Area (DWR 20O2, pg.86). The GIM is similar to
1'6 the Key Well Index presented in the Nipomo Mesa Management Area Technical Group annual
17 report to the Court, but is not directly comparable.

18 Key Well Index
79 The Key Well Index (KVVD was developed by the NMMA Technical Group from eight
20 inland wells representing the whole of the groundwater basin within the NMMA. The Key
21. Well Index was defined for each year from 1975 to present as the average of the normalized
22 spring groundwater data from each well.

23 Details of the KWI, as well as the established responses to Potentially Severe Water
24 Shortage Conditions and Severe Water Shortage Conditions, are explained in the NMMA TG's
25 annual report of groundwater conditions. The report's appendices include a Water Shortage
26 Conditions and Response Plan (Appendix B), and the NMMA Well Management Plan and the
27 NMMA Water Shortage Response Stages (Appendix C). Ttte 2024 KWI Water Shortage
28 Conditions Public Statement and the NMMA L6m Annual Report - Calendar Year 2023,
29 including appendices, is available as a digital document at
30 http:/ /ncsd.ca.gov/resources/reports-by-subject/#nmma.

31. REFERENCES

32 Departrnent of Water Resources [DVW{]. 2002. Water Resources of the Arroyo Grande - Nipomo
33 Mesa Area, Southem District Report.2002.

34 Nipomo Mesa Management Area [NMMA} 2024.16m Annual Report - Calendar Year 2023.
35 NMMA TG.

36

Newton Cleo-Hydrology Consulting Services
P.O. Box 2081, Santa Barbara, CA 93120 r (805) 636-6619 . bnewton@NGHcorp.com



TO: Raymond Dienzo, GM NCSD

RE: Spring 2025 GWI and 2025 KlM
DATE: Jlune04,2025
Page 4

'J.

2

Spring and Fall
Groundwater lndex

-: lnsufrcient for e\Eluation
': Preliminary l€lue

Table 1: Spring and Fall GWI conrputed from Spring 1975 to present.

Year

Rainlall
Water Year

{inches)
Spring GWI
(Acro+oetl

Number
of Wells

Fall GWI
(Ac1€+eetl

Number
of Welh

Spring to Fall
Diffel?nce
(Acr€feet)

1975 '17.29 99.000 54 91.000 5rl 8,000
ts76 13 45 82,000 45 76,000 65 6,000

1977 10.23 64,m0 59 54,000 63 10.000
1978 30.00 84.m0 62 35
1979 15.80 72.000 57 77.000 63 (5,000)

1980 16 57 88,000 55 89,000 46 (1.000)

1981 '14.32 97,000 46 75,m0 47 22.000
1982 18_58 123,000 42 31

1983 33.09 35 95.000 42

1984 10.38 14 76.m0 37
1S85 1? 20 '106,000 37 82,m0 41 24.N0
i qa6 16.85 98,000 51 67.000 51 31.000
1987 1'1.29 83.000 48 71.000 52 1 2_000

1988 12.ffi 80.000 51 66.m0 49 14,000
t98S 12 25 59_000 47 47,000 57 1 2,000
lCAO 7.12 62,000 55 49,000 53 1 3.000
1991 1 3.18 62,000 52 55,000 54 7.000
19fl2 I 5.66 61.000 52 35.000 48 26,m0
1 993 20 17 72.@O 54 52,000 61 20,000
1994 't2.15 60,000 54 36

1SO5 25.87 87,000 35 74,m0 52 13.000
1996 16.54 76.000 45 62.000 57 14.000
1907 20.50 20 91.000 48
1SO8 33 67 105.0m 11 93,000 44 12,000
tggg '12.98 106,000 56 88,000 49 18.000
2m0 14.47 108,000 44 84.000 41 24.@O
2ffi1 21.62 1 18.000 43 85.000 35 33,000
2002 10 25 96.000 2S 79,000 41 17,000
tN)a ll39 94,000 37 66,m0 42 28.000

2004 12.57 89,@0 42 81.000 35 8.0m
2005 22.23 98.000 38 79.m0 39 19,000
2006 20.43 107.000 44 78.000 11 29,000
2(W 7 11 93,000 44 66,000 42 27.WO

2008 15.18 83,000 43 65.000 42 18.000
2009 10.31 76,m0 44 65.000 43 1 1.000
2010 20.o7 80.000 45 67,000 42 1 3,000
2rl11 1! n5 87,000 43 81,000 43 6,0m
2012 1 5.35 89,000 45 65,000 44 24,000

2013 8.07 67,000 45 42.000 43 25.000
2014 472 57.000 45 47.000 42 1 0,000
2015 865 52.000 42 45,000 39 7,000
2016 11.€ 62,000 39 50,000 41 12.000
2017 29.41 70.000 36 52.000 43 1 8_000

2018 10.16 58.000 42 56.000 38 2,0m
201r, 23.71 57,000 42 40,000 42 1 7.000
2020 15.85 61,000 39 38,000 41 23.000
202'l 8.48 34.000 4'l 38.000 39 (4.000'

2022 10.75 42.000 37 36.000 38 6,0m
2023 30.40 54_000 39 62,000 38 (8.000'

2024 19.40 1 19,000 39 80,000 38 39.000
2025 91. 115 0m 37

Newton Geo-Hydrology Consulting Services
P.O. Box 2081, Santa Barbara, CA 93120 . (805) 636-6619 r bnewton@NGHcorp.com
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TO BOARD OF DIRECTORS

RAY DIENZO, P.E. \p'D
GENERAL MANAGER

WARRANTS [RECOMM EN D APPROVAL]

APPROVE MAY 28, 2025 REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES
IRECOMMEND APPROVE MtNUTESI

FROM

DATE: June 5, 2025

CONSENT AGENDA

The following items are considered routine and non-controversial by staff and may be approved
by one motion if no member of the Board wishes an item removed. lf discussion is desired, the
item may be removed from the Consent Agenda by a Board member and will be considered
separately at the conclusion of the Consent ltems. lndividual items on the Consent Agenda are
approved by the same vote that approves the Consent Agenda, unless an item is pulled for
separate consideration. The recommendations for each item are noted in bracket. Members of
the public may comment on the Consent Agenda items.

Questions or clarification may be made by the Board members
without removal from the Consent Agenda

D-1)

D-2)

AGENDA ITEM

D
JUNE 11, 2025



TO: BOARD OF DIRECTORS

REVIEWED: RAY DIENZO, P.E. G,6)
GENERAL MANAGER

FROM JANA ETTEDDGUE
FINANCE DIRECTOR

DATE: JUNE 6,2025

WARRANTS WILL BE DISTRIBUTED TUESDAY, JUNE 10,2025

AGENDA ITEM

D-l
JUNE 1 1 ,2025



TO:

FROM

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

RAY DIENZO, P.E. lLfl)
GENERAL MANAGER

DATE JUNE 5,2025

APPROVE MAY 28,2025
REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES

ITEM

Approve action minutes from previous Board meeting. IRECOMMEND APPROVE MINUTES]

BAGKGROUND

The draft minutes are a written record of the previous Board meeting action

RECOMMENDATION

Approve Minutes

ATTACHMENT

A. May 28,2025 draft Board Meeting Minutes

AGENDA ITEM

D-2
JUNE 11,2025



JUNE IL,2025

ITEM D-2

ATTACHMENT A



NIPOMO COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT
Serving the Community sirce 7965

DRAFT REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

MAY 28,2025 AT 9:00 A.M.

JON S. SEITZ BOARD ROOM 148 SOUTH WILSON STREET, NIPOMO, CA

BOARD of DIREGTORS
ED EBY, PRESIDENT
PHIL HENRY, VICE PRESIDENT
GARY HANSEN, DIRECTOR
JOHN JOYCE, DIRECTOR
TOM GLOVER, DIRECTOR

PRINCIPAL STAFF
RAY DIENZO, GENERAL MANAGER
JANA ETTEDDGUE, FINANCE DIR/ASST GM
PETER SEVCIK, DIRECTOR OF ENG. & OPS.
CRAIG STEELE, GENERAL COUNSEL

Mission
Provide our customers with reliable, quality, and cost-effective services now and in the future.

A. CALL TO ORDERAND FLAG SALUTE
President Eby called the Regular Meeting of May 28, 2025, to order at g:00 a.m. and led the flag

salute.

B. ROLL CALL AND PUBLIC COMMENT FOR ITEMS NOT ON AGENDA

At Roll Call, all Directors were in attendance.

There were no public comments for items not on the Agenda.

C. PRESENTATIONS AND REPORTS

C-1 DIRECTORS' ANNOUNCEMENTS OF DISTRICT AND COMMUNITY INTEREST AND
REPORTS ON ATTENDANCE AT PUBLIC MEETINGS, TRAINING PROGRAMS,
CONFERENCES AND SEMINARS.
Receive Announcements and Reports from Directors

Director Glover
o Announced SLO County's Cash for Grass program is funded and open for

applications.

Director Henry
. May 20, aftended Board Officer's meeting
. May 21, aftended Annexation Policy Ad Hoc committee meeting

Director Eby
. May 15, aftended LAFCO meeting
. May 21, attended Annexation Policy Ad Hoc committee meeting
. May 29, will aftend NMMA-TG meeting, along with Director Glover

There were no public comments.

SUBJECT TO BOARD APPROVAL



MAY 28, 2025 Nipomo Community Services District
REGULAR MEETING

MINUTES

Page 2 of 5

D. CONSENT AGENDA The following items are considered routine and non-controversial by staff and
may be approved by one motion if no member of the Board wisfies an item removed. lf dtlscussion is
desired, the item may be removed from the Consent Agenda by a Board member and will be considered
separately atthe conclusion of the Consent ltems. Quesfions or clarification may be made by the Board
members without removal from the Consent Agenda. lndividual items on the Consent Agenda are
approved by the same vote that approves the Consent Agenda, unless an item is pulled for separate
consideration. The recommendations for each item are noted in bracket. Members of the public may
comment on the Consent Agenda items.

D-1) WARRANTSIRECOMMENDAPPROVALI

D-2) APPROVE MAY 14, 2025 REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES
IRECOMMEND APPROVE MTNUTESI

D-3) ACCEPT THIRD QUARTER FISCAL YEAR 2024.2025 FINANCIAL REPORT

IRECOMMEND RECETVE AND F|LE REPORTI

D-4) AUTHORIZE STAFF TO BID FRONTAGE ROAD TRUNK SEWER REPLACEMENT
PROJECT PHASE 1 IRECOMMEND BY MOTION AND ROLL CALL VOTE,
AUTHORTZE STAFF TO BrD PROJECTI

There were no public comments.

Upon the motion of Director Henry, and seconded, the Board approved the Consent
Agenda.

Vote 5-0

vEs vorEs ABSTAIN ABSENT
Directors Henry, Joyce, Glover, Hansen, and Eby None None

E ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS

E-1) PUBLIC HEARING TO APPROVE AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF
DIRECTORS OF THE NIPOMO COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT AMENDING
CHAPTER 3.06 OF THE DISTRICT CODE RELATING TO WATER SYSTEM
BACKFLOW PREVENTION AND FINDING THAT THE ADOPTION OF THIS
ORDINANCE IS EXEMPT FROM REVIEW UNDER THE CALIFORNIA
ENVTRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT ("CEQA',) [RECOMMEND ADOPT, WAIVE
FURTHER RE,qDING, AND READ BY TITLE ONLY ORDINANCE NO 2025-137 AN
ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF THE DIRECTORS OF THE NIPOMO
COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT AMENDING CHAPTER 3.06 OF THE DISTRICT
CODE RELATING TO WATER SYSTEM BACKFLOW PREVENTION AND FINDING
THAT THE ADOPTION OF THIS ORDINANCE IS EXEMPT FROM REVIEW UNDER
THE CALTFORNTA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACTI

Ray Dienzo, General Manager, introduced the item and answered questions from the
Board.

Craig Sfee/e, District Legal Counsel, answered guesfions from the Board.

SUBJECT TO BOARD APPROVAL



MAY 28,2025 Nipomo Gommunity Services District
REGULAR MEETING

MINUTES

Page 3 of 5

Director Eby opened the hearing.

There were no public comments and no written profesfs received.

Director Eby closed the hearing.

Upon the motion of Director Hansen, and seconded, the Board adopted the Ordinance
amending the District Code.

Vote 5-0

N 2025-137
AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF
THE NIPOMO COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT
AMENDING CHAPTER 3.05 OF THE DISTRICT CODE
RELATING TO WATER SYSTEM BACKFLOW
PREVENTION AND FINDING THAT THE ADOPTION OF
THIS ORDINANCE IS EXEMPT FROM REVIEW UNDER
THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT
("cEQA")

E-2) CONSIDER THIRD AMENDMENT TO GRANT AGREEMENT WITH ACHIEVEMENT
HOUSE INC. FOR SOLID WASTE REMOVAL IN THE NIPOMO COMMUNITY
SERV|CES D|STR|CT COMMON AREAS IRECOMMEND APPROVE THTRD
AMENDMENT TO AGREEMENT WITH ACHIEVEMENT HOUSE FOR SOLID
WASTE REMOVAL]

Ray Dienzo, General Manager, introduced the item and answered questions from the
Board.

There were no public comments.

Upon the motion of Director Glover, and seconded, the Board approved the
agreement with Achievement House.

Vote 5-0

YES YOTES NO ABSENT
Directors Glover, Joyce, Hansen, Henry, and Eby None None

E-3) ACCEPT EASEMENT FROM WOODLANDS MASTER ASSOCIATION FOR
SUPPLEMENTAL WATER PROJECT INTERCONNECT IRECOMMEND ADOPT
RESOLUTION APPROVING AND ACCEPTING EASEMENT AGREEMENT WITH
wooDLANDS MASTER ASSOC|AT|ONI

Ray Dienzo, General Manager, introduced the item and answered questions from the
Board.

Peter Sevcik, Director of Engineering and Operations, answered guesfions from the
Board.

YES YOIES ABSTAIN ABSENT
Directors Hansen, Glover, Joyce, Henry, and Eby None None

SUBJECT TO BOARD APPROVAL
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REGULAR MEETING
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There were no public comments.

Upon the motion of Director Glover, and seconded, the Board adopted the resolution
approving and accepting the easement agreement with Woodlands Master
Association.

Vote 5-0.

737
A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF
THE NIPOMO COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT
APPROVING AND ACCEPTING EASEMENT
AGREEMENT WITH WOODLANDS MASTER
ASSOCIATION

GENERAL MANAGER'S REPORT

Ray Dienzo, General Manager, presented the item and answered questions from the Board.

Jana Etteddgue, Finance Director, answered questions from the Board. .

There were no public comments.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Director Eby reported that the Annexation Policy Ad Hoc committee met and agreed on a
framework and language for the revised Annexation Poticy. The Poticy wilt be presented at the
July 9, 2025 Regular Board Meeting.

DIRECTORS'REQUESTS TO STAFF AND SUPPLEMENTAL REPORTS

Director Joyce made a motion to have staff research and repoft on the electrification of the
District's fleet.

Upon the motion of Director Joyce, and seconded, the motion failed.

Vote 2-1-2

YES YOTES ABSIA/N NO
D irectors Joyce, Glover Hansen Henry, Eby

CLOSED SESSION ANNOUNCEMENTS

Craig Sfee/e, General Counsel, announced that there would be no c/osed session.

1) CONFERENCE WITH DISTRICT LEGAL COUNSEL RE: PENDING
LtTtGATtON PURSUANT TO GC 554956.9

H

YES YOIES A/O ABSENT
Directors Glover, Joyce, Hansen, Henry, and Eby None None

SUBJECT TO BOARD APPROVAL



I'rAY 28,2025

ADJOURN MEETING

Nipomo Gommunity Services District
REGULAR MEETING

MINUTES

Page 5 of 5

a. SM\AA/CD V. NCSD (SANTA CLARA COUNTY CASE NO. CV 770214,
SIXTH APPELLATE COURT CASE NO. H032750, AND ALL
coNSoLTDATED CASES)

b. NIPOMO ACTION COMMITTEE, ET AL, V. SAN LUIS OBISPO LOCAL
AGENCY FORMATTON COMMtSStON, ET. AL. (SAN LUtS OBtSpO
couNTY supERroR couRT CASE No. 24CV-0768)

President Eby adjourned the meeting at 9:59 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

MEETING SUMMARY HOURS & MINUTES
Resular Meetine 0 hours 59 minutes
Closed Session 0 hours 0 minutes

TOTAL HOURS 0 hours 59 minutes

Ray Dienzo, General Manager and Secretary to the Board Date

SUBJECT TO BOARD APPROVAL


